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To  the  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

FRANCIS 

Lord  GUIL  FORD. 

My  Lord, 

^^0NGSTtberealSat:sfac7i. 
ons  attendant  on  Authors,  that 
%P'i^'^^''^g  their  IhYitm.s  to 
Men  Emtnent  for  there  Honour , 

Av     r      j.^^'^f'^y^^^^tue.ZeaLandAbi 
On  all  thefe  Accounts,  the  TVorld  will  cm 

ny  occ:jii:2r]:/thi:ff'^n  "■'  «'^- 

Zun/Zr      ■^^"'"'  *"  y'"'  Lordffiip,  and 

Rofm  to^^TT"^'"''^'  ^^""'^  '^'^^  '>  no 
TZ  It  ^"'  'I  :f^  be  your  Lordftip's. 
■     ""^  ^'^'^  '»  MdreJJ!,g  my   Labour!  to 

-  your 


your  Lordfhip,  hecanfe  I  am  'well  fat  is  fad  of 
your  Lordfliip's  Candor  -,  and  that  yon  wifi  no 
III  but  Trofperity  to  Great  Britain^  and  its 
Honest  Parliaments  :  MyTretenp- 
ons  to  a  Liberty  of  this  Kind,  next  to  my  ber 
ing  a  Relation  of  a  Reverend  T>ivine  'who 
was  many  Tears  Chaplain  to  your  Lordfhip's 
Excellent 'Father,  the  Lord  Keeper  Guilford, 
are  wholly  grounded  upon  your  Lordfliip's  Good- 

nefs.  ' 

In  the  following^  ages,  I  have  every  when 
endeavour' d  to  be  Impartial  in  my  Enquiries, 
and  what  I  have  communicated:  Here  your 
LordOiip  will  fee  what  All  the  Parliaments 
<7/England,  in  all  Reigns  from  their  firft  fum- 
moning  to  this  Time,  have  done  for  the  King- 
dom-, and  that  fome  of  them  might  have  beha- 
ved themfelves  in  a  Manner  lefs  Blameable,  I 
pre  fume  we  have  the  Strongefl  and  mofl  Lively 
Teftimonies. 

The  Amons  of  the  Bad  ought  not  to  be  Ex- 
amples for  the  Time  to  come,  but  thofe  of  the 
Good  to  be  only  Imitated-,  and  as  an  Inftruc- 
tion  of  this  Nature,  'was  my  principal  Mo- 
tive to  this  Undertaking,  fo  I  am  to  hope 
That  alone  will  Juftify  me  and  my  ConduB  to 
your  Lordfhip.     I  am  with  great  Efteem, 

My  LORD, 

Your  Lordfliip's  mofl:  Humble, 

Moft  Obedient,  and 

Devoted  Servant, 


A  SHORT 


HISTORY 


Of  ALL  the 


Parliaments  of  England. 

HERE  is  nothing  can  be  more 
curious,  in  the  Englijh  Hiftory, 
than  the  Tranfaftions  of  our  Par- 
liaments, particularly  of  the  Com- 
mons, who  are  the  Guardians  of 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  of  England.  It 
is  the  Commons  of  England:,  who  have  al- 
ways made  a  Stand  agamil:  Arbitrary  Pow- 
er :  'Tis  by  their  Means,  our  weak  and  Ty- 
rannical Governors  have  been  kept  within 
due  Bounds,  the  Succedion  of  the  Crown 
has,  in  many  Reigns,  been  Settled,  Treaties 
been  Ratified,  our  Trade  and  Commerce  ex- 
tended, and  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Eu- 
rope maintained. 

Our  Commons  in  Parliament  are  the  great 
Fence  of  Property  ;  by  them  we  areProte6i^ 
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ed  in  our  Rights  and  Privileges :  'Tis  they 
are  the  Dam  of  Liberty ;  and  we  cannot  have 
an  Inundation  of  Mifchief,  fo  long  as  we 
have  in  Being  a  Britijh  Parliament. 

But  I  do  not  mean  by  a  Britijh  Parlia- 
ment, a  Penfioner  Parliament,  a  Rump  Par- 
liament, or  a  Parliament  made  by  Bribery  : 
Thefe  are  not  to  be  call'd  Britijh  Parliaments, 
becaufe  they  are  chofen  not  by  the  People, 
but  by  Money ;  And  we  have  never  known 
our  Liberties  in  Danger,  but  when  our  Par- 
liaments have  been  made  by  fome  other 
Means  than  the  Choice  of  the  People. 

A  Parliament  we  had  lately,  has  fuffi- 
ciently  evidenced  this  Truth.  We  fliould 
not  have  had  fo  many  extraordinary  Laws 
made  by  the  lafl:  Parliament,  if  the  laft  Par- 
liament had  not  been  made  by  extraordina- 
ry Methods :  And  the  great  Obje£lion  to 
their  Conduct,  is  no  other  Way  to  be  an- 
fwer'd,  by  their  Friends,  than  the  NecelTity 
of  it. 

But  great  is  the  Unhappinefs  of  that 
Country,  wherein  Necefiity  is  made  a  Plea 
for  general  Ruin ;  and  Deftruclion  is  to  be 
bought  and  fold  in  the  Markets  of  King- 
doms. I  hope  this  will  not  be  our  Cafe  in 
any  future  Times :  Nay,  it  muft  not  be, 
while  any  EngliJJo  Spirit  is  remaining. 

There  cannot  be  a  Pretence  for  Necefii- 
ty, on  any  Account,  but  where  it  has  an 
apparent  and  undoubted  Tendency  to  the 
Publick  Benefit.     No  Man   can  juftify  the 

4,  rob- 


(3) 


robbing  another  of  his  Goods  and  PofTedi- 
ons,  by  faying  he  wanted  them  for  his  own 
Support  i  and  tho',  by  a  humane  Conftruc- 
tion  of  our  ancient  Laws,  a  poor  wretched 
Perfon  was  not,  in  Times  paft,  to  be  Sen- 
tenc'd  to  die  for  fteaHng  of  Victuals  merely 
to  fatisfv'  his  Hunger,  yet  we  feldomfind  that 
any  Pretence  of  NecefTity  will  excufe  fuch 
a  Criminal  from  an  untimely  Exit. 

For  if  this  Pretence  of  Neceflity  were  al- 
ways, or  ever  allow'd,  it  would  be  always 
pleaded,  and  by  that  Means  the  Law  be  Eva- 
ded :  And  as  to  Robbery  of  the  Publick.  can 
we  eafily  guefs,  where  it  would  end,  fliould 
it  dill  have  Continuance  ?  Will  any  Fortune, 
or  any  Power,  fatisfy  fome  Men?  I  think,  it 
is  plain  by  many  late  Occurrences,  they  will 
not. 

Since  therefore  Neceffity  is  in  no  Cafe  to 
be  allow'd  as  a  Plea  for  ill  x\clions,  let  us 
examine  a  little  into  the  ether  Reafons  that 
may  be  given  for  the  Corruption  of  our 
Parliaments  in  general. 

The  greateft  of  thefe  Reafons,  I  take  to 
be  the  Purfuit  after  Titles  and  Honours  ; 
not  to  mention  particularly  Places  and  Pre- 
ferments. When  a  Man  has  got  PoflelTion 
of  a  plentiful  Fortune,  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Publick,  his  next  Ambition  is  Promotion  to 
the  Peerage.  He  wants  no  longer  to  Repre- 
fent  the  People  he  has  Plunder'd  andabus'd, 
but  toReprefent  himfelf,  and  fecure  himfelf 
fome  Refped  from  that  World,  which  other- 
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wife  would  defpife  him  :  He'll  then  have  Scan- 
dalum  Magnatwn  on  his  Side  ;  and  thofe  who 
dare  to  reproach  him  with  his  Crimes,  it  will 
be  in  his  Power  to  Punifh  and  Silence. 

Befides,  it  is  a  very  fine  Thing  to  have  a 
Britijh  Coronet :  With  an  ambitious  Man, 
it  is  worthy  all  Endeavours,  tho'  never  fo 
criminal  ^  and  there  is  not  an  A8:ion  fo  black 
or  fo  horrid  that  fome  Perfons  would  not 
perpetrate,  to  Lord  it  over  their  Fellow-Crea- 
tures. 

But  as  thefe  Inftances,  I  hope,  are  few,  I 
fliall  not  defcant  on  the  numerous  Mifchiefs 
which  might  pofiTibly  arife  from  thence : 
Our  Commons  are  not,  at  this  Time,  ambi- 
tious of  Titles  and  Honours,  and  if  they 
were  devoted  to  them,  we  have  a  Prince  on 
the  Throne  fo  juft  to  his  People,  as  not  to 
make  Crimes  a  Step  to  Nobility. 

Next  to  Avarice  and  Ambition,  (thofe  in- 
feparable  Companions  to  111  Men)  there  is 
nothing  fo  much  contributes  to  the  Mifcar- 
riages  of  Parliaments,  as  the  Acceptance  of 
Peniions.  A  Penfion  is  an  extraordinary 
Bribe;  a  Reward  not  for  fpeaking,  but  often 
to  prevent  it.  It  is  generally  contrary  to  all 
other  Bribes  ;  for  other  Bribes  fomething  is 
to  be  done  bv  the  Perfons  who  receive  them  ; 
here,  nothing  is  to  be  done  by  thofe  that  are 
bribed :  They  are  ty'd  down  by  Money  to 
make  no  Oppofition,  and  to  permit  what  is 
never  fo  derogatory  to  their  Principles,  and 
the  Intereil:  of  the  People,  to  be  enadted  in- 
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to  a  Law  :  They,  by  Silence,  confent  to,  and 
as  it  were  fign  and  feal  the  Fate  of  their 
Country. 

A  Penfioner  Parliament  is  a  Parliament 
of  Slaves  ;  and  what  can  be  expe6led  from 
thefe  Reprefentatives  but  Slavery  to  thofe 
they  Reprefent  ?  This  is  no  more  than  natu- 
ral to  expeci: ;  and  I  take  it,  the  People  of 
England  are  by  no  Means  fo  efteQ:ualIy  to 
be  made  Slaves,  as  by  a  Penfioner  Parlia- 
met  . 

The  Lufl:  after  Penfions  fprings  from  Am- 
bition ;  'tis  a  collateral  Branch  from  that 
fiourifhing  Stock  :  It  enables  a  Gentleman 
of  a  fmall  Eftate,  to  make  a  fplendid  Fi- 
gure s  to  fet  up  Coaches  and  Equipages  \ 
to  enjoy  his  Pleafures,  and  his  MiftrefTes;  to 
go  to  Mafquerades,  to  Balls  and  Diverfions, 
and  all  at  the  eafy  Expence  of  his  Country's 
Ruin. 

There  is  not  a  Mifchlef  that  does  not, 
feme  Way  or  other,  flow  from  Ambition^ 
The  Defire  of  Riches  and  Honours,  and  the 
Methods  us'd  to  obtain  them,  are  owing  to 
Ambition.  What  is  it  gives  Succefs  to  an  ill 
Caufe,  makes  Statefmen  Traitors,  and  Prin- 
ces Tyrants,  generally  fpeaking,  but  Ambiti- 
on ?  What  is  it  lays  Kingdoms  wafte.  Butchers 
the  Innocent,  and  gives  DeftruQion  to  Li- 
berty, but  Pride  and  Ambition  ? 

In  fhort,  all  the  Calamities  of  Life  are 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  Pride  and  A-m- 
bition ;  And  as  tlKfe  Vices  have  ever  had 
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Footing  in  this  Kingdom ;  fo  it  is  no  Won- 
der, that  our  Parliaments,  in  all  Reigns,  have 
in    fome  Meafure  been    tainted    by   them. 
'Tis  from  thefe  alone,  that  many  bad  Laws 
have  been  enaded,    and  great  Revolutions 
have  happen'd  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Publick. 
Yet,  where  thefe  Vices  have  not  been  pre- 
dominant,  we  have  had   frequent  Mifcon- 
du£i:s  in  the  Senate,    thro'  other  Accidents 
equal  in  Confequence,  tho'  not  equally  blame- 
able  :   Such  as  the  Crime  of  Negligence  in 
Parliamentary  Attendance:   from  whence  I 
am  confident  much  more  Mifchief  has  enfu- 
ed,  than  from  any  Thing  elfe  that  can  be  na- 
med after  what  I  have  enumerated. 

A  Man  who,  by  Negligence,  fuffers  a  ru- 
inous Law  to  be  made,  is  next  to  the  Penil- 
oner  5  he  is  not  the  Maker  of  that  Law  in- 
deed, but  he  is  in  fome  Senfe   the  Author 
of  it,  becaufe  without  his  Negligence  it  would 
never  have  pafs'd.     A  Man  who  is  prefent, 
when  a  Murder  is  perpetrated,  and  ufes  not 
his  Endeavours  to  prevent  it,  is  a  Criminal 
in  the  Eve  of  the  Law  :  Tho'  he  is  a  Stran- 
ger to  the  Perfon  affaulted,  he  is  obliged  to 
do  what  in  him  lies  to  avert  the  Injury : 
And  fliall  our  Members  of  Parliament,  who 
are  fo  far  from  being  Strangers  to  us,  that 
they  are  our  Reprefentatives,  look  on  and 
fee    their   Country    violated,    which    they 
are  in  Duty  bound  to  preferve,  and  not  be 
in  the  higheft  Degree  criminal  ?  Nol  I  think 
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not !  certainly  tbere  can  be  no  Apology  for 
thefe  Men. 

Befides  thefe  Gentlemen,  there  are  others 
guilty  of  a  criminous  Behaviour  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  tho'  few  of  them  think  fo.  I 
have  often  very  much  admir'd,  that  Men  of 
Senfe,  of  Learning,  and  Abilities  in  the  Par- 
liament, fhould  be  entirely  influenc'd  by  a 
fQW  leading  Members,  oftentimes  of  much  lefs 
Underftanding,  tho'  much  more  AiTurance 
than  themfelves.  Nothing  can  be  a  greater 
Scandal  to  our  Senate  than  this.  One  would 
imagine,  in  fome  of  our  Reigns,  the  whole 
Art  of  Speaking,  and  Gift  of  Eloquence  of  our 
great  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  of  half  a  Score 
Members  excepted,  were  wholly  confin'd  to 
the  two  Monofyllables,  TeSy  and  No. 

I  have  known  the  Time,  when  we  have 
not  had  above  fix  Speakers  in  the  Parliament- 
Houfe,  and  yet  this  very  fmall  Number  has 
byafs'd  the  reft:  'Tis  thefe  that  govern  their 
numerous  Brethren,  and  indeed  the  whole 
Kingdom  ^  and  whenever  they  have  pro- 
pos'd  any  Thing  uncommon,  it  has  been 
ufually  tranfaded  to  the  Reproach  of  the 
whole  Body. 

When  a  Parliament  is  thus  m.anag'd,  the 
Members  that  compofe  it  are  like  Cattle  in 
a  Team,  the  foremoft  is  fat  and  fleek,  and 
has  a  Feather  on  his  Forehead,  but  the  o- 
thers  are  in  Appearance  in  a  lean  Condition, 
and  the  hindmoft  are-fure  to  feel  the  Weight 
of  the  Burden. 
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Thofe  I  have  mention'd  are  the  chief 
Caufes  of  the  Mifcarriages  of  our  Parlia- 
ments, which  I  could  wifh  were  remov'd  : 
I  fhall  now  proceed  to  my  Hiftory  of  the 
Parliaments  of  England^  from  the  firft  fum- 
moning  the  Commons  to  Parliament  to  this 
Time,  and  to  fliew  the  Ufe  they  have  made 
of  their  Parliamentary  Power. 

The  firft  Parliament  olEngland^  recorded 
by  our  Statutes,  was  that  which  aflembled 
Anno  9.  Hen.  III.  when  Magna  Charta^  the 
great  Chsivter  Oi  EngliJJj  Liberties,  was  made 
and  confirm'd. 

This  Charter  ordains,  that  the  Church  of 
England  fliall  be  Free,  and'her  whole  Rights 
and  Privileges  be  maintain'd  inviolable^  I'hat 
the  City  oi'  London,  and  all  other  Cities,  Bo- 
roughs, and  Towns,  ihall  enjoy  their  antient 
Rights  and  Liberties ;  That  no  Man  fhall  be 
amerced  for  a  fmall  Offence,  but  after  the 
Manner,  and  in  Proportion  to  the  Crime  ; 
That  no  one  ihall  be  put  to  his  Law  on  the 
bare  Suggeftion  of  another,  but  by  lawful 
"Witnefles ;  That  no  Freeman  iliall  be  taken 
or  imprifon'd,  or  be  depriv'd  of  his  Free- 
hold or  Liberties,  be  outlaw'd,  exil'd  or 
condemn'd,  but  by  Judgment  of  his  Peers, 
and  the  Law  of  the  Land  ;  and  that  no  Man 
fhall  be  denied  Right  and  Juftice. 

Thefe  are  Ibme  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Sub- 
ieft,  granted  and  confirm'd  by  Mag7iaChar- 
tdy  and  worthy  preferving  to  lateft  Pofteri- 
ty  :  They  are  fuch   perhaps  that  no  King- 
dom 
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dom  can  claim  but  Great  Britain  ;  and  fuch 
as  are  only  due  to  its  Subjects. 

In  this  Reign,  the  Charta  de  Forefta,  was 
alfo  confirm'd,  which  granted  to  Freemen 
certain  Privileges  relating  to  Deer  and  other 
Game:  There  was  likewife  pafs'd  the  Sta- 
tute of  MertoUy  which  appoints  to  Women 
a  Remedy  for  their  Dower  ;  and  by  this 
Statute,  the  Bifhops  in  Parliament  confent- 
ed,  that  thofe  who  were  born  before  the 
Marriage  of  their  Parents  fliould  be  declar'd 
Legitimate  5  but  the  Temporal  Lords  ob- 
jected againil:  it,  and  would  not  condefcend 
that  the  Laws  fl:ould  be  changed. 

The  other  Statutes  of  this  King  were  for 
fettling  the  Prices  of  Bread  and  Ale  ;  the 
Statute  of  the  Pillory  and  Tumbrel,  relating 
to  Falfe  Weights  and  Meafures ;  for  the 
King's  Farmers  to  account^  for  taking  Di- 
ftrelTes,  Replevin,  ire,  and  touching  Pleas  and 
Aftions. 

It  was  in  this  Reign  that  Taxes  were 
granted ;  and  that  a  Parliament  was  call'd 
at  Oxford^  the  Proceedings  wherein  were 
of  fo  violent  a  Nature,  that  it  was  ftil'd  In- 
fanum  ^arliamentiim,  or  the  mad  Parlia- 
.ment :  And  this  Parliament  chofe  twelve  of 
the  chief  Peers  of  the  Realm,  to  maintain 
and  execute  the  Laws  they  had  enabled. 

This  was  a  fufficient  Cramp  to  the  Royal 
Prerogative;  and  yet  the  Authority  of  the 
EngUjtf  Parliament  was  at  this  Time,  in  ge- 
neral, but    very    inconfiderable ;    being  lit- 
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tie  more  than  a  bare  Confent  to  what  was 
propos'd  and  granted  by  the  King:  Since 
thofe  Days,  our  Parliaments  have  propos'd, 
and  our  Kings  confentedj  Co  great  an  Alte- 
ration has  the  Legiflative  Power  fuffer'd  in 
this  Kingdom. 

In  the  Reign  of  E^'-ji^  I.  a  great  many 
Laws  were  made.  Firft,  the  Statute  of  PFefi- 
fninjier  i.  which  ordains  that  the  Peace  of 
the  Church  fijall  be  preferv'd ;  that  all  Per- 
fons  fliall  be  ready  to  purfue  Felons,  where 
a  Felony  is  committed,  by  Hue  and  Cry; 
that  Rape  fhould  be  punifh'd  with  Fine,  and 
two  Year's  Imprifonment  J  and  that  Offen- 
ders conviQed  of  Larceny,  not  exceeding  the 
Value  of  12  d.  and  others  guilty  of  Offences 
not  punifhable  with  Lofs  of  Life,  were  to 
be  Bail'd  out  of  Prifons. 

That  no  Diftrefs  for  Rent  fhall  be  dri- 
ven out  of  the  County  ;  and  no  Diftrefs  or 
Attachment  be  had  againft  any  Perfon  for 
a  Debt  he  oweth  not  5  That  Wafte  fhall  not 
be  committed  by  Guardians,  during  the  Mi- 
nority of  Heirs,  and  Heirs  within  Age  fhall 
not  marry  without  Confent  of  Guardians; 
That  an  Attaint  fhall  be  granted,  in  Plea 
of  Land  on  falfe  Inquefts ;  Effoin  fliall  be 
allow'd;  Robbers  of  Parks,  Filh  ponds,  (^c. 
fhall  be  punifli'd  by  Fine  and  Imprifonment; 
and  alfo  Maintainers  of  Suits,  Pleas,  and  of 
Quarrels,  Extortions,  exceffiveToll;  and  the 
Crime  of  Slander. 
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As  to  the  laft  Part  of  this  lafl:  Statute,  it 
runs  thus ;  *'  Forafmuch  as  there  have  been 
"  oftentimes  found  Devifors  of  Tales,  where- 
<'  by  Difcord  hath  arifen  between  the  King 
^'  and  his  People,  and  the  great  Men  of  the 
"  Realm :  It  is  ordain'd,  that  from  hence- 
"  forth  none  fhall  tell  or  publifh  any  falfe 
"  News  or  Tales,  whereby  any  Difcord  or 
*'  Occafion  of  Difcord  or  Slander  may  grow 
"  between  tlie  King  and  his  People,  or  the 
*'  great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  on  Pain  of  Im- 
"  prifonment. 

This  is  the  fir  ft  Statute  q{  Scandalum  Mag- 
natum,  which  is  enlarged  by  a  Statute  made 
in  the  Reign  of  Rich.  II.  and  the  Ufe  that 
has  been  made,  and  which  is  commonly  made 
of  both  thefe  Laws,  I  have  already  menti- 
on'd  in  my  Introduftion. 

The  other  Statutes  of  this  King,  were  the 
Statute  of  Enquiry  of  Extent  of  Manors  5 
The  Statute  de  Officio  Coronatoris,  which  ob- 
liges Coroners  to  enquire  where  a  Man  has 
been  kill'd,  how  he  was  flain,  where,  by 
whom,  and  who  were  prefent ;  to  commit 
the  Offender,  and  enquire  of  his  Goods  and 
Lands  forfeited  to  the  Crown  :  The  Statute 
of  Gloticefter^  which  directs  in  what  A£lions 
Damages  fliall  be  recovered  ;  That  no  Suit 
fhall  be  brought  in  the  King's  Courts  for 
Goods,  under  40  j.  Value.  And  if  a  Perfon 
kill  another  in  his  own  Defence,  Fighting, 
he  fhall  bepardon'd  :  Icalfo  direds  how  Ap- 
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peals  are  to  be  brought  for  Murder,  witliia 
a  Year  and  a  Day,  &c. 

The  Statute  of  Mortmain  was  now  like- 
wife  pafs'd,  forbidding  the  Alienation  of 
Lands  to  Religious  Perfons  on  Pain  of  For- 
feiture ;  a  great  Grievance  to  the  Church 
and  its  Priefts.  And  alfo  the  Statute  of  the 
Exchequer,  call'd  the  Statute  oi Rutland^  by 
which  the  Bodies  of  Shires  are  to  be  writ- 
ten in  Annual  Rolls,  Tallies  to  be  made  out, 
and  Commiflioners  to  be  fent  into  Counties  to 
enquire  of  the  King's  Debts :  The  Statute  of 
Weftminfter  2.  relating  to  Gifts  in  Tail ; 
Dower  of  Lands ;  Ufurpations  of  Advowfons  5 
Profecution  of  Servants  and  other  Accompt- 
ants ;  Execution  for  Debt ;  Enquiry  of  Wafte ; 
Writ  of  Nufance,  Ailize,  Eftoin,  <iyc.  how 
many,  and  what  Perfons  in  the  County,  to 
be  returned  on  Juries;  and  to  make  the 
Crime  of  Rape  Felony  in  the  Ravifher. 

In  this  Reign  was  made  the  Statute  of 
Wtnchefter,  which  enafts.  That  frefb  Suit 
fhall  be  made  after  Felons,  from  Town  tq 
Town,  and  County  to  County  ,•  That  the 
Country  fhall  anfwer,  if  Robbers  are  not 
apprehended;  and  that  Night- Watches  are 
to  be  kept:  The  Statute  of  IVeJiminfier  5. 
concerning  Grants  and  Feoffments :  The  Sta- 
tute of  ^0  Warranto,  relating  to  Liberties 
of  Franchifes ;  of  Fines,  Vouchers,  Wafte,Con- 
fultations,  ire.  For  the  Marflial  of  the  King's 
Houfliold  to  hold  Plea ;  the  King's  Bench 
^0  follow  theKing^  the  Inhabitants  of  Coun- 
ties 
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ties  to  make  Choice  of  Sheriffs,  (a  Privilege 
long  fince  loft)  a  Law  againft  Confpirators  ; 
Efcheators  ;  a  Statute  of  ProteQ-ion  5  of  In- 
queft  3  Excommunication ;  the  Statute  o^  Ire- 
land-, and  the  ^4  Ed,  I.  which  ordains  tiiat 
the  King  fhall  levy  no  Tax  without  his  Par- 
liament. 

During  this  Reign  the  Parliament  of  ^«^- 
land  began  to  raife  its  Head,  a  certain  De« 
monftration  of  the  Growth  of  Liberty  ;  for 
Liberty  cannot  increafe  but  with  the  Pow^ 
er  of  the  People,  lodg'd  in  their  Reprefen- 
tatives  :  The  King  Advis'd  with  his  Parlia- 
ment in  his  Wars;  and  declar'd  to  thofe 
who  were  about  him,  that  it  was  not  in  his 
Power  without  Confent  of  Parliament  to 
make  void  any  Law. 

And  it  was  in  this  King's  Time,  that  the 
Barons  of  the  Realm,  aflembled  in  Parlia- 
ment, infifted  upon  the  Independency  of  the 
Crown  of  England,  againft'  the  Tope  and  all 
foreign  Potentates ;  which  gave  the  firft 
Shock  to  the  Papal  Authority  in  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain. 

The  Reign  of  Ed-J!j.  IL  began  with  the 
Statute  of  Knights  and  Knight's  Service  :  A 
Knight's  Fee  was  at  this  Time  20/.  a  Year  ; 
and  all  Perfons  who  had  Freehold  Eftates  of 
that  Value,  were  diftrain'd  for  Knight's  Ser- 
vice, and  obliged  to  bear  Arms.  Next  to 
this  Law,  was  the  Statute  Articnli  C/mmade 
at  Lincoln ;  it  contains  certain  Articles  re- 
lating to  the  Church  and  the  Clergy,  parti- 
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cularly  as  to  Prohibitions  granted  for  Tithes, 
Laying  violent  Hands  upon  Clerks,  Penance 
for  Defamation,  (i^c.  and  ordains  that  Di- 
ftreffes  fliall  not  be  taken  in  the  Highway, 
or  the  ancient  Fees  of  the  Church. 

The  Statute  o^Sherijfs  was  now  alfo  pafs'd, 
which  enads  that  Sheriffs  of  Counties  fhall 
be  affign'd  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Trea- 
furer.  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Ju- 
ftices  ;  and  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Chancel- 
lor, by  the  Treafurer,  Barons  and  Juftices  : 
And  that  .none  (hall  be  Sheriff  unlefs  he  have 
fufficient  Lands  within  the  Shire  whereof 
he  is  Sheriff,  to  anfwer  the  King  and  his  Peo- 
ple. By  this  Law  the  Privilege  of  Ele6lion 
of  Sheriffs  by  the  People  ceas'd;  and  now  it 
is  veiled  in  the  Crown  ;  for  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor at  this  Day  makes  a  Lift  of  diverfe 
Names,  out  of  which  the  King  appoints  one 
for  every  County. 

Other  Ordinances,  are  the  Statute  o^  Tork, 
concerning  Inquefts  and  Plea  of  Land  to  be 
taken  by  Nifi prius,  and  judgment  there- 
upon ;  returns  of  Writs  in  Liberties  to  be 
made  by  Indenture  between  Sheriffs  and  Bai- 
liffs ;  and  Officers  of  Cities  and  Boroughs 
are  prohibited  to  fell  Wine  or  Viduals  du- 
ring their  being  in  Office;  but  this  is  al- 
tered :  The  Statute  of  ^/T^/Vj,  which  directs 
in  what  Cafes  Effoin  will  be  allow'd,  and  in 
what  it  will  not :  The  Statute  of  Carlifle^ 
by  which  Conufors  of  Fines  are  to  come  per- 
fonally  before  the  Juftices,  that  their  Defe£ls, 
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(if  they  have  any,  as  to  Age,  Idioc^y,  c^^.) 
may  be  difcernM  ;  and  by  this  Law-  Com- 
miflions  may  be  iffued  for  taking  a  Fine  in 
the  Country. 

Alfo  the  Ordinance  for  Bakers,  Brewers, 
and  Victuallers,  directing  the  Aflize  of  Bread, 
and   Weights  and  Meafures;    the  Prices  of 
Bread  and  Beer  to  be  aflefs'd  according  to 
the  Price  of  Corn  ;  Butchers  feUing  unwhol- 
fome  Meat  to  be  puniOied  by  Amercement, 
and  for  the    fecond  Offence  be  fet  on  the 
Pillory;  and  Foreftallers  of  Markets  likewife 
thus  to  be  punifli'd  :  The  Statute  for  View 
of  Frank-pledge,   directing  tlie    feveral  Of- 
fences,   Stewards  of  Leers  are   to  Enquire 
into,    and   PuniQi :     The  Statute    of  Ho- 
mage and  Fealty  to  Lords  of  Manors ;  and 
the  Statute  o^  Trerogativa  Regis,  illuftrating 
the  Prerogative  of  our  Kings,  as  to  Wardfhip 
of   their  Tenants,  Primer,  Seifin,  drc.   The 
Cuftody  and  Prefervation  of  the  Lands   of 
Idiots   and  Lunaticks  ;    Wreck  of  the  Sea, 
Whales  and  Sturgeon  ;  Efcheats  of  Bifhops ; 
Lands  of  Felons  attainted,  wherein  the  King 
is  to  have  Year,  Day,  and  Wafte,  and  after- 
wards the  fame  is  to  be  reftor'd  to  the  Lord 
of  the  Fee. 

Thefe  were  the  Laws  of  this  King;  who 
was  but  (lightly  efteem'd  of  by  both  Lords 
and  Commons:  His  Favourites  infulted  the 
Nobility,  entic'd  him  to  Lewdnefs  and  De- 
bauchery, and  to  quit  the  Society  of  his 
(^leen  j  which  brought  upon  him  many  and 
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grievous  Troubles :  And  tho'  his  Favourites 
were  at  length  Banifh'd  by  the  Parliament, 
all  would  not  fatisfy  the  difgufted  Peo- 
ple. 

For  a  Revolution  happening  in  the  City 
of  London,  attended  with  a  Civil  War,  the 
King  was  taken,  and  firft  put  under  an  ho- 
nourable Reilraint ;  afterwards  he  was  Im- 
prifon'd  ;  and  the  Parliament  adjudg'd  that 
JE(^w.  II.  was  no  longer  fit  to  wear  the  Crown 
of  England,  and  for  his  Male-Adminiftrati- 
on  Depos'd  him,  whereupon  his  Son  was  de- 
clar'd  King  in  his  Stead. 

This  ihort  piece  of  Hiftory  fufficiently 
fhews  what  fome  o^ onv EngliJJj  Princes  have 
brought  upon  themfelves  by  a  too  ftri8:  At- 
tachment to  their  Favourite  Minifters,  when 
obnoxious  to  the  People,  and  by  the  extra- 
vagant Purfuit  of  their  Vices. 

I  now  come  to  a  Reign,  glorious  in  Hi- 
ftory, that  of  the  famous  King  Edw.  Ill, 
This  King  con^vm*d Magna  Charta-,  and  the 
Liberties  of  Cities  and  Boroughs ;  enabled 
that  Juft ices  fliould  be  afligned  to  keep  the 
Peace  in  every  County  ;  (the  firft  Inftitution 
of  Juftices  of  Peace  by  Statute-Law)  and  de- 
clar'd  that  no  Pardon  fliould  be  granted  to 
Offenders;  in  Cafe  of  Murders,  but  where 
a  Man  kills  another  in  his  own  Defence  or 
by  Misfortune:  He  ena£led,  by  Aflent  of 
the  Lords  and  Commonalty  of  the  Realm, 
That  no  Commandment  from  the  King, 
even  under  his    great  Seal,    ihould  difturb 
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or  delay  Juftice  to  the  SubjeQ::  That  all 
Merchant  Strangers  might  come  into,  and 
go  out  of  this  Kingdom  with  their  Merchan- 
dizes :  All  of  them  excellent  Laws,  wor- 
thy of  a  great  Prince,  and  of  the  greateft 
Advantage  to  the  Liberties  and  Trade  of 
Great  Britain, 

He  alfo  limited  the  Authority  of  Juftices 
of  Goal-Delivery,  in  the  feveral  Shires  of 
England'^  and  of  Jufticesof  AlTife;  ordain'd. 
That  a  Parliament  lliould  be  holden  once  in 
every  Year,  and  oftner  if  there  were  Occafi- 
on :  Made  a  Law  for  Reverfal  of  Outlawries ; 
for  the  Apprehending  and  Imprifoning  of 
Night- Walkers ;  and  Ena£ted  that  Marfhals 
of  Prifons  fhould  not  let  out  to  Bail  thofe 
committed  to  their  Charge. 

The  Statute  of  Money  was  pafs'd  in  this 
Reign,  whereby  all  Peifons  were  prohibi- 
ted to  convey  Gold  or  Silver  out  or  the 
Realm,  without  the  King's  Licence,  on  Pain 
of  Forfeiture  -,  and  fo  ftridlly  was  this  Law 
put  in  Force,  that  Hoiilers  o'l  Lins  had  Pow- 
er and  were  obliged  by  Oath  to  fearch  their 
Guefts  :  Falfe  Money  was  alfo  prohibited  by 
this  Statute  to  be  brought  into  this  King- 
dom. Tranfportation  of  Wool  was  made 
Felony  ;  and  no  Cloths  made  beyond  Sea 
were  to  be  brought  into  England-,  but  Cloth- 
Workers  were  invited  by  the  King  to  come 
into  his  Dominions,  and  encourag'd  by  Li- 


berties and   Privileges  granted  them,  to 
tie    in  this  Kingdom,   which  occafion'd 
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Clothing-Trade  (the  great  Support  of  the 
Poor  of  this  Nation)  firft  to  Flourifh  and  in- 
creafe  amonft  us. 

Many  were  the  other  Laws  made  by  this 
King,  equally  tending  to  the  publick  Wel- 
fare 5  his  Subjeds  were  pardon'd  of  Offences  5 
Delays  of  Courts  to  be  redrefs'd  by  Parlia- 
ment i  Sheriffs  were  to  continue  in  their 
offices  but  a  Year,  and  to  have  the  keeping 
of  Goals  i  Bufliels  and  Weights  were  to  be 
made  according  to  the  King's  Standard,  and 
fent  into  every  County.  It  was  enafted, 
That  the  Realm  o^  England  and  the  People 
thereof  fliould  not  be  fubjedl  to  the  King 
or  Kingdom  of  France ;  That  the  Peers  of 
the  Realm  and  great  Officers  for  great  Of- 
fences (hould  be  tried  in  Parliament :  And 
that  the  Judges  were  to  take  an  Oath,  well 
and  truly  to  counfel  the  King,  to  take  no 
Reward  for  doing  Juftice,  to  advife  no  Man 
where  the  King  is  Party,  to  maintain  no 
Plea,  and  deny  no  Man  Right,  but  in  all 
Things  to  execute  the  Laws. 

Perfonsable  in  Body,  who  had  not  where- 
withal to  live,  were  obliged  to  go  to  Ser- 
vice :  Foreign  Merchants  to  buy  and  fell 
within  this  Realm  without  Diftuvbance  ;  and 
Staples  were  ereft ed  at  feveral  Towns :  The 
Statute  of  Provifion  and  Tramunire^  de- 
claring that  the  King  and  other  Lords  may 
Prefent  to  Benefices,  and  not  the  Bifhop  of 
Rome ;  and  that  none  fhali  fue  in  a  Foreign 
Realm,  where  the  King's  Courts  in  this  King- 
dom, 
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dom,  have  Conufance  :  And  the  Statute  de^ 
daring  what  is  Treafbn,  as  to  compafs  or 
imagine  the  Death  of  the  King,  Queen,  or 
Prince,  violate  the  Queen's  Perfon,  levy  War 
againft  the  King,  counterfeit  his  Seal  or  Coin, 
&c.  were  enacted  in  this  Reign. 

In  this  King's  Reign  a  ^ubhdy  was  grant- 
ed by  the  Lords  and  Commons,  in  refpe6t 
of  the  Wars,  and  for  obtaining  and  Main- 
tenance of  the  King's  Rights  j  the  Ninth 
Fleece  of  Sheep,  and  Sheaf  of  Corn,  and 
the  Ninth  Part  of  Goods  of  Citizens  and 
Burgeffes,  were  given  to  the  Crown  :  But 
m  this  Infancy  of  Taxation,  our  Parliaments 
proceeded  with  very  great  Caution,  (I  could 
vvifh  they  would  always  do  fo)  for  they  ena<5t- 
ed  that  the  Subfidy  given  fhould  not  be  an 
Example  to  Time  to  come,  nor  prejudice 
the  Subjea;  and  that  all  the  Money  that 
Ihould  be  levied,  fliould  be  expended  in  the 
Wars,  for  which  it  was  granted. 

And  fo  well  was  this  Money  applied,  and 
fo  brave  were  the  People  of  England  at  this 
Time,  that  the  Engltjh  Arms  were  every 
where  Viaorious-  The  Kingdom  o^  France 
was  conquer'd  by  the  Englijh,  '  the  French 
King  and  the  Prince  his  Son,  with  feveral 
other  Kings,  were  taken  Prifoners  by  Ed- 
'ward  t\\Q  Black  Prince:  And  for  Gallantry, 
none  of  the  Reigns  of  our  £;2^///^  Monarchs 
ever  came  up  to  that  of  Ed-^^ard  III. 

This  glorious  Reign  was  fucceeded  with 
that  of  the  unfortunate  Richard  II.     It  was 
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now  enadecj,  that  Peace  fliould  be  kept,  and 
Jiiflice  be  done  to  all  Sorts  ofPerfons  j  That 
Merchants  might  buy  and  fell  without  In- 
terruption;  That  thofe  who  publifli'd  falfe 
and  fcandalous  News  relating  to  the  Peers 
and  great  Officers  of  the  Realm  fhould  be 
Imprifon'd,  till  they  produced  the  firft  Au- 
thors of  the  Scandal. 

The  Laws  of  the  Church,  and  the  Sta- 
tutes of  the  Realm  were  confirm'd  ;  Laws 
were  made  to  prevent  the  Tranfportation 
of  Money,  and  to  reftrain  the  King's  Sub- 
jcifls  from  going  out  of  the  Realm  without 
Licence,  on  Pain  of  forfeiting  their  Goods ; 
but  thefe  Prohibitions  did  not  extend  to  the 
Nobility  :  It  was  ordain'd  that  no  Perfon 
fhould  enter  into  Lands  or  Tenements,  but 
"where  Entry  is  given  by  Law,and  in  a  peacea- 
ble Manner,  without  Force :  That  Accounts 
in  the  Exchequer  fhould  be  more  fpecdily 
determined  than  they  had  been  in  Times 
paft  :  That  Perfons  fummon'd  to  the  Par- 
liament fhould  give  their  Attendance  or  be 
Punifh'd  ;  and  Sheriffs  make  Returns. 

A6iions  of  Debt,  Accompr,  &c.  by  a  Law 
made  in  this  Reign,  were  to  be  commenc'd 
in  the  County  where  they  arife,  and  the 
Contrails  were  made:  Aliens  prohibited  to 
purchafe  any  Benefice  of  the  Church  with- 
in this  Realm,  or  to  occupy  the  fame  :  Oifi- 
cers  in  the  Government  to  be  appointed  not. 
for  Reward,  but  Defert :  The  Authority  of 
the  Conftable  and  Marfhal,  and  of  the  Lord 
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High  Admiral  of  England  were  declar'd  ; 
the  Admiral's  JurifdiSion  extends  to  any 
Thing  done  upon  the  Sea  ^  and  the  Confta- 
ble  hath  Conufance  of  Contrads  relating  to 
Arms  and  War  out  of  the  Realm,  and  o- 
thers  within  the  Realm,  which  cannot  be 
tried  by  the  Common  Law. 

A  Subfidy  was  in  this  Reign  given  for 
keeping  of  the  Sea :  Several  Perfons  were 
attainted  ofHigh-Treafon  for  rebelling  againft 
the  King;  and  others  were  pardon'd  by 
Ads  of  Indemnity :  A  CommilTion  was  grant- 
ed by  this  King  to  certain  Noblemen  to  En- 
quire of  and  Reform  the  Abufes  in  the  Realm; 
they  had  Power  to  furvey  and  examine  the 
State  of  the  King's  Houfe,  Courts  and  Pa- 
laces, all  his  Officers  and  Minifters,  Rents, 
Revenues,  Gifts,  Grants,  A^lienations,  Mo- 
ney, Bullion,  Prifoners  and  Towns  taken  in 
War,  Cuftoms,  Subfidies,  all  Receipts,  Re- 
wards, Patents,  (^c.  But  this  Commiflion 
was  afterwards  repeal'd,  as  t>eing  obtain'd 
by  Threats  and  Conftraint  of  the  King; 
and  it  was  declar'd,  that  no  fuch  Commiflfion 
fhould  be  hereafter  granted. 

Impeachments  in  Parliament  were  now 
very  frequent,  and  the  Innocent  oftentimes 
brought  to  the  Scaffold  :  For  this  King, 
tho'  feveral  good  Laws  were  made  in  his 
Reign,  had  for  fome  Time  a  Parliament 
and  Favourites,who  did  not  fail  to  advife  their 
weak  and  ambitious  Prince  in  many  Things 
fatal    to   himfdf    and   the  whole   Nation, 

The 
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The  Parliament  granted  him  a  Poll- Tax  up- 
on all   Perfons  above  14  Years  of  A^e   the 
Levying  whereof  occafion'd  a  dangerous  Re- 
bellion :  And  many  were  the  Rebellions  of 
this  Reign,  which  at  laft  fo   far  prevail'd 
that  befides  the  CommifTion  for  Enquiring 
into  and  Reforming  publickAbufes,the  Kind's 
neareft  Favourites  were  taken  and  beheaded  • 
and  Articles  being  exhibited  againft  the  Kinrr' 
the  Faas  he  acknowledged,  and  ReHgn'd  his 
Crown  and  Kingdom  to  Hen.  IV.  his  Sue- 
ceflor. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  Hen,  IV.  the  Liber-' 
ties  of  the  Church  and  former  Laws  were 
ratified  ;  which,  in  all  oui:  antient  Reigns 
was  the  firft  Thing  tranfafted  :    The  Lord 
Mayor  or  London  was  empower'd  to  redrefs 
Errors,  Defaults  and  Mifprifions  committed 
m  the  City;  and  the  Fees  of  the  Marfhals 
Court  were  limited  :  Sheriffs  ordain'd  to  be 
refident    in    the    County,    and    not   to  ht 
their  Baihwicks  to  Farm  :  And  Attornies  to 
be  examined  by  the  Juftices,  who  were  to 
be  Men  of  good  Fame,  fworn  well  and  tru- 
ly to  execute  their  Offices.    Judgments  si- 

Tn^iP  '^^Nl^l  ^^^"^'^^'  ^^^'^  '^  continue 
unti  Reverfal  by  Error ;  and  Perfons  diffeifed 
ot  their  Ellates  to  bring  Writs  of  Affife 

A  Statute  of  this  King  makes  it  Felony 
to  cut  out  the  Tongue,  or  pull  out  the  Eyes 
of  another :    And  this  was  enafted  on  Ac-    ' 
count  of  Offences  of  this  Nature,  where  Rob- 
beries had  been  committed,  to  prevent  Ac 
*  cufation  5 
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cufation  :  Juftices  of  the  Peace  and  Sheriffs 
are  to  arreil:  thofe  which  commit  Riots  ;  En- 
quire into  them,  and  Certify  into  the  King's 
Bench,  in  Order  to  the  Punilhment  of  the 
Rioters  there  ;  Jurors  on  Indidlments  to  be 
returned  by  the  Sheriff  without  the  Deno- 
mination of  any  other  Perfon.  Merchants 
bringing  Merchandizes  into  this  Realm,  and 
felling  the  fame  here,  to  beftow  the  Money 
they  receive  upon  other  Merchandizes  of  this 
Kingdom. 

Knights  of  the  Shire  fummon'd  to  Parh'a- 
ment,  are  to  be  Elefted  at  the  next  County 
Court  to  be  holden  after  the  DeUvery  of  the 
Writ,  and  Proclamation  is  to  be  made  in 
full  County  of  the  Day  and  Place  of  affem- 
bling  the  Parliament,  and  that  all  that  are 
there  prefent  fliall  attend  and  proceed  to  the 
Eleclic>n  freely  and  indifferently,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  Requeft  or  Commandment  to 
the  contrary  :  And  after  they  are  chofen,  the 
Names  of  the  Pcrfons  Eledled,  are  to  be  writ- 
ten in  an  Indenture  under  the  Seals  of  all 
the  Eledlors,  and  be  tack'd  to  the  Writ,  which 
fhall  be  the  Sheriff's  Return  thereof:  And 
Sheriffs  making  a  falfe  Return,  are  liable  to 
a  Forfeiture  of  loo/. 

The  Part  of  this  Statute  which  requires. 
That  Eleftions  fliall  be  made  freely  and  in- 
differently, without  any  Regard  to  Requefts 
or  Commands  to  the  contrary,  is  very  well 
dedgn'd ;  but  how  well  executed,  I  leave  to 
thole  Perfons  to  determine,  who  have  made 
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it  their  Bufinefs  to  influence  Eleffcions,  and 
deftroy  that  Freedom  which  was  anciently 
obferv'd,  before  any  fuch  Thing  as  Bribery 
was  known  in  the  chufing  of  our  Parlia- 
ments. 

Of  all  the  Statutes  of  this  Reign,  that  of 
Entailing  the  Crown  on  the  King  and  his 
Four  Sons,  is  the  moft  remarkable.    It  is  as 
follows :  '*  At  the  Reqiieft  and   by  the  Af- 
*'  fent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Par- 
*'  liament  aflfembled,  it  is  Ordained  and  Enac- 
*'  ted,  that  the  Inheritance  of  the  Crown 
"  and  of  the  Realms  of  England  Sind  France, 
"  and  of  all  the  other  Dominions  of  our  Lord 
*'  the  King  beyond  the  Sea,  with  the  Appur- 
*'  tenances,  fhall  be  Settled  and  Remain  in 
*'  the  Perfon  of  our  Lord  the  King,  and  in 
"  the  Heirs  of  his  Body  begotten :'  And  it  is 
*'  ordained,  decreed  and  declared,  That  the 
"  Lord  Prince  Henry ^  eldeftSon  to  our  Lord 
"  the  King,  be  Heir  apparent  to  Succeed  him 
''  in  the  faid  Crowns,  Realms,  and  Domini- 
<'  ons,  and  to  have  them  after  the  Deceafe 
**  of  the  King,  to  him  and  the  Heirs  of  his  j 
"  Body  begotten:    And   if  he   die  without 
"  Heirs  of  his  Body  begotten,  then  the  faid 
*'  Crowns,  Realms  and  Dominions  fhall  re- 
"  main  to  the  Lord  Thomas,  Second  Son  of  | 
"  our  Lord  the  King,  and  to  the  Heirs  of  his  1 
"  Body  begotten:  And  if  he  die  without  If-  | 
*'  fue  of  his  Body,  that  then  the  faid  Crowns, 
"  Realms  and  Dominions,  fhall  remain  to 
"  the  Lord  John^xho.  Third  Son  of  our  faid  ] 

**  Lord  ! 
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*'  Lord  the  King,  and  to  the  Heirs  of  his  Bo- 
'^  dy  begotten  :  And  if  he  die  without  Heirs 
"  of  his  Body  begotten,  that  then  the  faid 
"  Crowns,  Realms  and  Dominions  fliall  re- 
"  main  to  the  Lord  Humfrey^  the  Fourth 
"  Son  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  and  the 
"  Heirs  of  his  Body  begotten. 

I  need  not  fay,  that  this  Statute  confirm'd 
the  Hereditary  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of 
England  in  the  Line  of  this  King,  fmce  the 
many  Limitations  therein  fully  demonftrate 
it :  But  I  do  not  from  hence  take  upon  me 
to  affirm,  that  our  Parliaments  have  not  al- 
ter'd  the  Hereditary  Right  of  the  Crown, 
when  they  have  thought  the  Welfare  of  the 
Publick  has  required  it :  And  even  in  this 
Cafe,  the  Hereditary  Right  was  not  in  the 
King  himfelf,  he  being  a  Defcendant  of  a 
younger  Brother,  and  a  Prince  defcended 
from  the  elder  Branch  of  the  Royal  Fami- 
ly was  then  living. 

Many  excellent  Laws  were  made  by  the 
Parliaments  in  this  Reign,  which  I  have  alrea- 
dy mention'd  5  And  notwithftanding  there 
were  many  Plots,  Confpiracies  and  Rebelli- 
ons againft  the  King,  he  "by  his  own  per- 
fonal  Valour,  Wifdom  and  Penetration,  Con- 
quer'd  them  all,and  liv'd  to  bs  as  diftinguifh'd 
for  his  Fame  as  his  Predeceflbr  was  branded 
for  his  Infamy. 

The  Reign  o^ Henry  V.  was  productive  of 
very  few  Statutes-  Bifhops  were  empow- 
ered to  Enquire  of  and  Reform  Abufes  of  Hof- 
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pitalsj  Juftices  of  the  Peace  to  be  refidentin 
the  Counties  wherein  appointed,  and  to  hold 
their  Seflions  four  Times  a  Year  ;  Commif- 
fions  to  be  awarded  to  enquire  of  Riots,  and 
of  the  Juftices  Defaults  therein,  and  Rioters, 
to  be  puniflf  d  with  a  Year's  Imprifonment  5 
Letters  of  Marque  to  be  granted  to  any  of 
the  King's  Subjects,  with  whom  Truce  is 
broken  upon  the  Sea  j  breaking  of  Truces 
and  fafe  ConduQ:s  is  made  High  Treafon  ; 
as  is  alfo  Clipping,  Wafhing  and  Filing  the 
Money  of  this  Kingdom,  by  Statutes  ena£l- 
ed  in  this  Reign. 

By  a  Law  now  made,  Jurors  who  pafs 
upon  Trials  relating  to  the  Life  of  a  Man, 
and  who  try  Caufesand  Pleas  Real  and  Per- 
fonal,  are  to  have  40  s.  a  Year.  Knights  of 
the  Shire  chofen  in  every  County,  to  refide 
in  the  County  for  which  they  fhall  be  cho- 
fen, the  Day  of  the  Date  of  the  Writ  of  Sum- 
mons to  Parliament ;  the  Ele8:ors  of  Knights 
of  Shires  to  be  alfo  refident  in  the  fame  Coun- 
ty. And  Citizens  and  BurgefTes  of  Cities  and 
Boroughs  are  to  be  elected  out  of  thofe  who 
are  Citizens  and  BurgeiTes  inhabiting  within 
and  free  of  the  fame  Cities  and  Boroughs. 

The  latter  Part  of  this  laft  Statute,  is  fo 
very  well  regarded  in  our  modern  Elections, 
that  I  am  inform'd  fome  of  our  Candidates 
have  been  no  otherwife  Refident  in,  or 
Free  of  Boroughs,  or  known  to  the  People, 
than  their  Money,  on  the  Day  of  their  be- 
ing chofen,  has  proclaim'd  ;  and  that  were 
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it  not  for  the  Returns  of  the  Writs,  the  Ekc- 
tors  would  many  of  them  be  Strangers  to 
their  Names. 

This  King  had  Supplies  granted  him  by 
his  Parliament,  but  not  being  enough  for 
the  Maintenance  of  his  Wars,  he  pawn'd  his 
Crown  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money  :  In  a  Par- 
hament  held  at  Leicefter^  he  was  importu- 
nately advis'd  to  fupprefs  Religious  Houfes, 
becaufe  they  were  ill  manag'd,  and  inftead 
of  promoting  Religion,  were  the  Nurferies 
of  Idlenefs,  Pride  and  Gluttony. 

How  much  this  alarm'd  the  Abbots,  Monks 
and  other  Ecclefiafticks,  is  eafie  to  imagine : 
They  thought  their  Harveft  at  an  End  ;  but 
this  great  Work  was  referv'd  for  another 
Henry,  much  lower  down  in  the  Hiftory  of 
our  Princes. 

A  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France  was  peru- 
fed  and  Ratified  by  the  Lords  and  Commons 
in  Parliament  in  this  King's  ^Reign :  And  in 
many  other  Reigns,  our  Parliaments  have 
been  confulted  in  making  Peace  and  War. 

The  Reign  o/i  Henry  VI.  being  a  great  deal 
longer  than  that  of  his  Anceftor,  a  great  ma- 
ny more  Statutes  were  enabled  by  this  Prince 
than  his  PredecelTor ;  tho'  the  greatefl:  Part 
of  his  Reign  he  was  only  a  Minor.  The 
Liberties  of  the  Church  and  of  Cities  and 
Boroughs  were  ccnfirm'd  :  The  Office  of 
the  Mafter  and  AITayers  of  the  King's  Mint 
were  appointed,  to  convert  into  Coin  all  the 
Gold  and  Silver  brought  to  the  Mint :  Silver 
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plate  to  be  mark'd,  and  to  be  of  a  certain 
Finenefs,  under  certain  Penalties  :  Licence 
granted  for  the  Tranfportation  of  Corn  ; 
and  Commiffions  of  Sewers  ordain'd  for  re- 
pairing of  Damages  fuftain'd  by  Inundation 
of  Waters. 

The  Clergy  of  the  Convocation,  and  their 
Servants  and  Families,  to  have  the  fame  Li- 
berty and  Protedion  as  Members  of  ParHa- 
ment:  Every  City  and  Borough  to  have  a 
common  Balance  and  Weight,  or  be  h'able 
to  Penalties  and  Forfeitures:  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  to  enquire  of  forcible  Entries :  The 
Judges  to  amend  and  reform  Defers  in  Re- 
cords, occafion'd  by  Mifprifions  of  Clerks  : 
Inquefts  of  Jurors  to  be  T>e  medietate  Lin- 
gua (one  half  of  the  Jurors  Denizens,  and  the 
other  half  Aliens)  where  an  Alien  is  Party, 
m  any  Caufe  or  Suit :  Upon  Indidments 
remov'd  mto  the  King's  Bench,  Procefs  a- 
warded  :  Suits  before  Jullices  of  Peace,  or 
Commiffioners  not  to  be  difcontinued  by  a 
new  Commiffion  :  Juftices  of  the  Peace  to 
have  20/.  a  Year  Eftate  in  Lands,  unlefs 
thev  are  Gentlemen  of  the  Law,  and  to  be 
chofen  out  of  the  moft  worthy  Perfons. 

Soldiers  departing  from  their  Colours  with- 
out Licenfe  from  their  Captains  were  decla- 
red guilty  of  Felony  :  And  by  this  Law,  Ju- 
itices  of  Peace  had  Power  to  enquire  into 
hear  and  determine  Offences  of  this  kind: 
But  iince  it  is  got  into  the  Hands  of  the  Ar- 
ni/,  and  Councils  of  War :  No  one  to  be 
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compePd  to  enter  into  a  Bond  or  Obliga- 
tion-: officers  of  the  Cuftoms  not  to  diftrain 
Ships  or  Goods,  by  Colour  of  their  Offices, 
for  any  unlawful  Caufe,  as  to  extort  Money 
from  the  Proprietors,  on  Pain  of  40  /,  and 
Cuftomers  not  to  have  Ships  of  their  own, 
to  ufe  Merchandize,  be  Fa£fors  to  others, 
or  keep  a  Wharf  or  Inn:  Thefe  Laws  were 
made  and  ordain'd  by  the  Parhaments  of 
England  in  this  Reign  ;  and  alfo  feveral  o- 
thers  relating  to  Eleftions  of  Members  of 
Parliament. 

By  a  Law  now  made,  a  Chufer  of  Knights 
of  the  Shire  muft  be  refident  within  the 
County,  and  have  a  Freehold  Eftate  of  40  s. 
per  Annum:  Counties  are  to  be  afTefs'd  for 
levying  of  Wages  for  Knights  of  the  Shire, 
(I  think  6  J.  8  ^.  a  Day)  to  enable  them  to  fup- 
port  the  Expence  of  attending  the  Parlia- 
ment. Sheriffs  after  the  Receipt  of  Writs, 
to  deliver  their  Precepts  to  Mayors  and  Bai- 
liffs of  Cities,  Boroughs,  O'c.  in  their  Coun- 
ties, requiring  them  to  make  Elections  of 
Members,andReturns  by  Indenture  between 
them  and  the  Electors,  and  forafmuch  as 
Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  had  been 
return'd  which  were  never  duly  chofen, 
this  Statute  inflicts  Penalties  on  Sheriffs, 
making  undue  Returns  of  Knights  of  the 
Shire,  and  on  Officers  of  Corporations.  If 
any  Knight,  Citizen  or  Burgefs  lawfully  re- 
turn'd Oiall  be  put  out,  and  another  put  in 
his  Place  j  the  Perfon  put  in  his  Place  if  he 
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fits  in  the  Parliament,  fhall  forfeit  lOo/.  to 
the  King,  and  loo/.  to  the  Member  return'd. 
And  Knights  of  the  Shire  are  to  be  elefted 
out  of  the  mofb  notable  Knights  and  Ef- 
quiresofthe  fame  County.  How  very  much 
moft  of  thefe  Statutes  are  neglected,  I  have 
no  Manner  of  Occafion  to  mention. 

The  Parliaments  of  this  Reign,  in  their 
Political  Capacities,  did  a  great  many  un- 
comrrion  Things.  The  King  being  of  v^eak 
Underftanding,  and  his  Council  bafe  and 
treacherous,  as  Fame  had  reported,  had  va- 
rious Turns  of  Fortune :  In  the  Rebellions 
againfl:  him,  he  was  taken  Prifoner  by  his 
Succeffor  •-,  who  pretended  a  better  Right  to 
the  Crown  than  himfelf,  and  by  a  Parlia- 
ment, call'd  at  London^  was  declar'd  Prote6l- 
or  of  the  Kingdom. 

He  had  the  prefent  PofTeffionof  the  Crown 
conferred  upon  him;  and  the  King,  who  had 
been  as  it  were  King  and  no  King  for  a  great 
many  Years,  had  at  lafl  only  the  Name  and 
Title  for  Life. 

In  the  Reign  di Edward  IV.  the  Laws  of 
King  He7iryWy  V,  and  Vf.  were  confirm'd. 
It  was  enabled  that  Merchants  fliould  not 
bring  into  this  Realm  any  Wares  ready 
wrought ;  which  was  a  very  great  Hindrance 
to  the  Artiiicers  of  this  Kmgdom,  in  purfu- 
ing  their  Callings  and  getting  their  Liveli- 
hoods :  Cloth  was  likewife  prohibited  to  be 
imported  from  Foreign  Countries;  Clothiers 
were  obliged  to  fix  Seals  to  their  Cloths,  to 
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make  them  of  certain  Lengths  and  Breadths, 
and  not  to  ufe  Flocks  or  other  deceitf  til  Stuff. 
And  Woollen  Yarn  and  Cloth  to  be  Full'd 
before  they  were  tranfported  to  any  other 
Countrey,  on  Pain  of  Forfeiture. 

Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  chief  Governors  of 
Cities,  Boroughs,  and  Corporate  Towns,  to 
have  the  fearching  and  furveying  of  Wine, 
Ale,  Beer,  and  other  Victuals :  The  Court 
of  Pipowders,  in  Fairs,  to  have  Conufance 
of  Contrads  made  in  the  Time  and  Ju- 
rifdidion  of  fuch  Fairs:  Aulnage  D  ties 
for  fealing  of  Cloths  were  in  this  Reign  lee 
to  Farm  by  the  Lord  Treafurer  oS.  England: 
And  no  Perfons  under  the  Degree  of  a  Lord 
were  to  v/ear  any  Gown  or  Mantle,  but  of 
fuch  a  Length;  fo  carefully  did  our  antient 
Statutes  provide  againft  the  Excefs  of  Ap- 
parel;  which  of  late  Years  has  done  very 
great  Mifchief  to  thefe  Kingdoms. 

It  is  owing  to  an  Excefs  of  Apparel,  Pride 
and  Luxury,  that  the  miofl  fatal  Calamities 
have  attended  this  Nation ;  for  the  Support 
of  thefe.  Avarice  and  Ambition  join,  and 
what  two  fuch  formidable  Enemies  to  So- 
ciety can  do,  we  have  wofully  felt:  Where 
Pride  and  Luxury  abound,  the  Meafures  to 
fupport  them  muft  be  extraordinary  ;  and 
many  are  thofe  Perfons  in  this  Age,  who  had 
rather  go  upon  the  Highway  to  make  a  Fi- 
gure, than  take  Pains  iw  an  honeft  Profeffi- 
on  for  a  bare  Subfiftence  and  mean  Appear- 
ance in  Life.     - 
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Several  Ordinances  were  made  in  the  Reign 
of  this  King  for  the  Payment  of  a  Subfidy  of 
Tonnage  and  Poundage  5  granted  to  the  King 
during  his  Life.  The  King  alfo  demanded 
an  Aid  of  his  Subjefts,  by  Way  of  Benevo- 
lence 5  tho'  al]  would  not  fecure  him  from 
Rebellions,  Infurredions  and  Misfortunes  ; 
for  a  Parliament  being  called,  when  he  and 
his  Army  had  been  defeated,  Things  were 
driven  to  that  Extremity,  that  the  King  and 
his  Adherents  were  attainted  of  High  Trea- 
fen  ;  and  the  Crown  entaiPd  upon  the  Heirs 
of  King  Hen.  VI. 

But  the  King  recovering  from  his  Diffi- 
culties, foon  re-obtainM  his  Regal  Power, 
and  with  the  AfTiftance  of  his  Parliaments 
was  Reveng'd  of  his  Enemies.  The  Entail 
of  the  Crown  was  made  void  ;  and  the  King 
laid  his  Claim  to  the  Kingdom  of  France, 
which  he  might  alfo  have  recover'd,  had  not 
his  Courtiers  been  bribed  by  the  French  King 
to  bring  their  Mafter  to  Terms  ,of  Accom- 
modation. 

By  this  we  find  that  Bribery  is  of  ancient 
flanding  in  this  Kingdom,  and  has  always 
been  capable  of  Mifchief  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home. 

Edward  V.  was  the  next  of  our  Princes 
who  had  a  Right  to  the  Crown  of  England  \ 
but  ashe  was  very  young,  he  was  barbaroufly 
murder'd  by  Richard  III.  fo  that  no  Law 
was  enabled  in  this  Reign  (if  it  can  be  fo 
caird)  which  only  had  Contiauance  for  a 
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very  few  Months,  till  the  Ambition  o^ Rich- 
ard had  puili'd  its  Way  to  advance  him  to 
the  Throne. 

This  Interval  of  Time  was  a  Son  o^  Inter- 
regnum, wherein  the  vileft  Bjjtcheries  were 
committed  to  make  a  Monfter  King :  The 
Laws  were  filent,  and  no  Parliament  confult- 
ed  ;  for  thefe  are  not  of  Ufe  to  conftitute  a 
Tyrant. 

When  Richard  III.  came  to  the  Crown, 
one  of  the  firft  La\vs  pafs'd  was  in  Favour 
of  the  Subjea  ;  It  Enaded  that  the  People 
o^  England  ^'\o\i\d  not  be  charged  with  any 
Benevolence  to  the  King:  Juftlces  of  the 
Peace  had  Power  granted  them  to  let  Pri- 
foners  to  Bail  or  Mainprife;  and  Officers 
were  not  to  feize  the  Goods  of  Felons,  un- 
til they  were  convicted  of  the  Offence  which 
entitled  their  Forfeiture :  Aliens  were  re- 
ftrain'd  from  being  Handicraftsmen,  and  to 
make  Cloth  in  this  Realm  ;  Merchandizes 
were  not  to  be  brought  hither  ready  wrought ; 
and  VejTels  of  Wine,,  imported  m  this  King- 
dom, were  to  be  of  fuch  a  Meafure,  and 
gaug'd  by  the  King's  Gangers. 

Some  other  good  Laws  were  made  in  the 
Reign  of  this  King  to  cover  the  Treacheries 
that  had  been  tranfacted  ;  particularly  the 
Statute  of  Fines,  which  ordains  that  Fines 
ihall  be  openly  read  and  proclaimed  in  the 
County  where  the  Lands  lie,  at  the  General 
Quartcr-Seffions  of  the  Peace ;  and  that  then, 
and  not  till  then,  the  Fine  fhall  conclude 
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Privies  and  Strangers;  except  Women  Co- 
vert, Infants,  Perfons  in  Prifon,  out  of  the 
Realm,  or  non  compos  mentis. 

Strangers  to  Fines,  fuch  as  are  not  Par- 
ties or  Privies,  have  five  Years  Time  after 
Proclamation,  to  Enter  and  Claim  their 
Right ;  and  the  like  Time  have  Infants,  after 
they  arrive  at  Age,  Feme  Coverts  after  the 
Death  of  their  Husbands,  Prifoners  abroad 
after  their  Enlargement,  and  Lunaticks  after 
they  are  Cured  of  their  Maladies.  I  have 
mention'd  thus  much  of  this  Statute  of  Fines, 
as  it  is  the  moft  general  Lavi^  we  have  on 
this  Head,  and  concerns  the  Eltates  and  In- 
heritances of  this  Kingdom ;  to  which  I  may 
add,  that  fo  tender  are  our  Laws  as  to  Pro- 
perty, that  if  a  married  Woman  is  to  Levy 
a  Fine  with  her  Husband,  of  her  own  Lands 
or  her  Jointure,  before  it  can  pafs,  fheis  firft 
to  be  privately  Examined,  if  fhe  confents  to 
the  pafling  it  freely,  and  that  it  be  not  ex- 
torted from  her  by  Violence  and  Compulfion. 

The  Parliament,  in  this  Reign,  Recogniz'd 
the  Title  of  i?/VZ?/^r^;  but  his  Reign  was  but 
fhort,for  Vengeance  pur fued  him,  and  gave 
him  the  Doom  due  to  his  Tyranny.  It  is 
remarkable  (amongft  many  other  extraordi- 
nary Executions  during  this  Reign)  that  a 
Gentleman  was  hang'd  for  his  Satirical  Ta- 
lents, and  only  Writing  a  Couplet  of  Verfes 
on  the  King,  which  it  feems  fo  well  fitted 
him,  that  they  could  not  be  applied  to  any 
other  Perfon. 

King 


i 


(  35  ) 

King  Henry  VIL  fucceeded  Richard^  and 
many  Laws  wereEnafted  in  his  Time.  Priefts 
were  to  be  punifh'd  for  Incontinency  :  The 
Court  of  Star-Chamber  was  Ereded  (fince 
taken  away)  forpunifhing  of  Offences,  com- 
pos'd  of  feveral  great  Perfons,  as  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
calling  to  their  Affiftance  a  Bifhop  and  a 
Temporal  Lord  and  the  two  Lord  Chief  Ju- 
ftices.  It  was  made  Felony  to  carry  away  a 
Woman  againfl:  her  Will,  that  had  Lands 
or  Goods,  or  was  Heir  apparent  to  her  An- 
ceftor. 

Deeds  of  Gift  of  Goods  and  Chatties  made 
to  defraud  Creditors  to  be  void :  Juftices  of 
Peace  to  execute  their  Commiflions,  and 
caufe  the  King's  Proclamation  to  be  read, 
fetting  forth  their  Duty  in  the  Execution  of 
the  Laws:  Clergy  to  be  allow'd  but  once  to 
Felons :  Perfons  that  attend  upon  the  King 
to  fexve  him,  not  to  be  attainted  of  Trea- 
fon  for  what  they  do  by  his  Commandment : 
Poor  Perfons  not  able  to  profecute  Suits  for 
Recovery  of  their  Rights,  to  fue  in  Forma 
Pauperis,  and  have  Councel  and  Attornies 
aflign'd  them  Gratis^  and  alfo  ProcefTes  out 
of  the  feveral  Courts :  Plaints  in  County 
Courts  of  Sheriffs  to  be  entred,  when  the 
Plaintiff  or  his  Attorney  is  prefent  ;  and  but 
one  Plaint  to  be  entred  for  one  Caufe. 

A  Law  was  now  made  for  Prefervation 
of  the  Game,  infliclin<^  a  Penalty  on  thofe 
who  Hiould  take  Pheafants  or  Partridges,  or 
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their  Eggs,  upon  the  Ground  of  any  other 
Perfon.  Corporations  not  to  make  Ordinan- 
ces or  By-Laws  to  the  Diminution  of  the 
King's  Prerogative,  or  without  the  Appro- 
bation of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  or 
Juftices,  under  the  Penalty  of  40  /.  Where 
Writs  of  Error  are  fued  to  delay  the  Plain- 
tiff of  his  Execution,  Cofts  and  Damages  to 
be  awarded,  if  the  Judgment  be  affirm'd. 
Sheriffs  to  have  the  Cuftody  of  Common 
Goals,  and  the  Prifoners  therein  ;  and  to  be 
punifh'd  for  negligent  Efcapes,  by  Fine  dif- 
cretionary  in  the  Jufl:ices. 

Brafs  and  Pewter  to  be  of  a  certain  Good- 
nefs,  be  mark'd  by  the  Owners,  and  openly 
fold  in  Fairs    or  Markets,    or    the  Owners 
Houfes.     Gold   or    Silver  Coin   not    to   be 
brought  into  this  Kingdom  from  Ireland^  or 
be  carried    thither;     the    Coins  current  iii 
this  Realm  to  continue,  and  be  taken  for  the 
Sums  that  they  were  Coin'd,  fo  as  they  are 
not  diminifli'd    otherwife   than  by  wearing, 
and  altho'  they  are  crack'd;  and  Perfons  re- 
fufing  to  take  Money  in    Payment  may  be 
compel'd  by  Magiftrates  and  Chief  Officers 
of  Towns!  But  Money   that  is  clip'd  fhall 
not  be  accepted  in  Payment,  but  be  carried 
to  the  Mint  to  be  new  Coined,  or  Convert- 
ed into  Plate  or  Bullion:   And  the  more  ef- 
feftually  to  prevent  Clipping  of  Money,  this 
Statute  ordains  that  a  Circle  be  made  round 
the  Outfide  of  the  fame,  with  a  particular 
Infcription. 
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Severe  Tajies  were  granted  by  Parliament 
during  the  Reign  of  this  King,  which  in  fe- 
veral  Parts  of  England  were  refus'd  in  theii- 
Payment ;  and  fo  obftinately  did  the  People 
perfift  in  their  Difobedience  to  the  King's 
Orders,  for  Levying  thefe  Taxes,  that  they 
murther'd  his  Commiflioners  appointed  to 
Levy  them;  whereupon  Rebellions  enfued 
attended  with  much  Mifchief :  And  Rebelli- 
ons have  generally  been  the  Confequence, 
where  the  Subjedls  of  England  have  been 
loaded  with  new  and  unufual  Taxes ;  which 
undoubtedly  are  a  great  Infringement  on 
Property,  when  fuch  Taxes  are  not  to  the 
laft  Degree  neceflary. 

The  Penal  Statutes  were  feverely  put  in 
Execution,  in  this  Reign  ;  but  this  was  oc- 
cafion'd  rather  to  fill  the  King's  Coffers,  than 
from  any  other  Motive. 

Now  I  am  proceeding  to  the  Reign  of 
IJenry  VIIL  a  King  the  moft  famous  of  his 
Tune.  One  of  the  firft  AQ:s  of  this  Reign 
was  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Soldiery, 
infli£ling  Penalties  on  Officers  detaining  their 
"  Pay.  Others  were,  an  Kdi  for  the  more 
effeftual  Punifhment  of  Murders  and  Felo- 
nies :  Proclamations  to  be  made  for  the 
Party  to  appear,  before  Outlawry  is  award- 
ed ;  Remedy  granted  by  Diftrefs  and  Avow- 
ry for  Rents  and  Services:  Aliens  not- to  take 
Apprentices, but  fuch  as  are  born  in  theKing's 
Allegiance,  and  their  Goods  and  Wares  to 
be  examin'd  and  mark'd  by  the  Wardens 
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of  Companies  within  the  City  of  London'-* 
and  They  to  be  fworn  to  be  true  to  the 
King,  and  obedient  to  his  Laws. 

Phyficians  of  London  were  by  an  Acl  now 
made  incorporated,  with  certain  Privileges ; 
they  are  declar'd  a  College  of  Phyficians,  to 
have  perpetual  Succeflion,  a  Common  Seal, 
Prefident,  ire.  They  may  make  Ordinances, 
fue  and  be  fued  j  and  no  one  to  pradtife 
Phyfick  in  London^  or  within  Seven  Miles 
thereof,  but  fuch  as  are  Licens'd  by  the  Col- 
lege :  Mortuaries  to  be  paid  to  the  Clergy 
on  the  Deaths  of  Perfons :  Servants  running 
away  with  their  Mafter's  Goods  to  be  pu- 
nifli'd  as  Felons :  Reftitution  to  be  made  of 
ftolen  Goods,  where  a  Robbery  has  been 
done  ;  Bridges  and  Highways  to  be  Repair'd, 
snd  Juftices  of  Peace  to  award  Procefs  againil: 
thofe  who  ought  to  repair  them,  Tax  the  In- 
habitants, (b'c.  Goals  to  be  Ereded  and  Re- 
pair'd in  Counties,  which  are  to  be  alfo  tax- 
ed for  the  fame  by  Juftices  of  Peace. 

Recognizances  of  Debt,  by  Statute  Staple, 
to  be  taken  by  the  two  Chief  Juftices,  the 
Mayor  of  the  Staple,  and  the  Recorder  o^  Lon- 
don ;  and  Execution  taken  upon  them  on  De- 
fault of  Payment :  Buggery  with  Man  or 
Beaft  is  made  Felony:  It  was  made  High 
Treafon,  to  wifh  or  defire  by  Words  or  Wri- 
ting, or  to  imagine,  or  attempt  any  Bodily 
Harm  to  the  King  or  the  Qiicen,  or  their 
Heirs  apparent;  or  to  deprive  any  of  them 
of  their  Dignities  or  Titles ;  or  to  publilh 
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that  the  King  was  an  Heretick,  Schifmatldf, 
^c.  And  Treafon  committed  out  of  the 
Realm,  to  be  tried  in  fuch  County,  and  be- 
fore fuch  CommifTioners,  as  the  King  fliall 
appoint  :  The  Forfeiture  of  Lands  for  Trea- 
fon, faving  the  Rights  of  others,  was  alfo 
ordain'd  by  this  Statute  :  Pirates  and  Rob- 
bers on  the  Sea  to  be  tried  by  the  King's 
Commiflioners,  in  fuch  Shires  and  Places  as 
fhall  be  directed,  and  by  Jurors  of  the  fame 
Places,  as  if  the  Offences  had  been  committed 
at  Land  ;  and  the  Perfons  convicted  to  be 
punifh'd,  as  Felons  and  Murtherers  for  Mur- 
ther  or  Felony  done  upon  Land. 

The  Statute  of  Ufes  was  pafs'd  in  this 
Reign,  whereby  it  is  enaded,  that  the  Pof- 
fefTion  of  Lands,  and  all  the  Advantages  of 
tlie  Perfons  feized,  fliall  be  in  him  or  them 
that  have  the  Ufe.  Bargains  and  Sales  of 
Lands  are  to  be  Inroll'd,  in  the  Courts  ac 
Weftminflcr^  or  in  the  Counties  where  the 
Lands  lie,  before  the  Ctiftos  Rotulorum  and 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  within  Six  Months. 
Jointures  to  be  made  of  Lands  to  the  Wife 
for  her  Life, after  the  Death  of  the  Husband, 
inftead  of  Dower  ^  and  this  is  regularly  to 
be  done  before  Marriage  :  Perfons  having 
Eftates  in  Fee  Simple  may  Devife  the  fam.e 
by  laft  Will  and  Teftament  to  whom  they 
think  fit.  Tithes  to  be  paid  according  to 
tlie  Cuftoms  of  Parifl:es,  throughout  tlie 
Realm  :  Cities,  Towns  and  Pari(hes  to  keep 
their  own  Poor;    Vagabonds  and  Beggars 
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to  be  whipp'd,  and  fent  to  the  Place  of  their 
Nativity,  and  afterwards  wandring  in  Idle- 
nefs,  and  not  applying  themfelves  to  La- 
bour, on  a  Third  Offence  to  be  punifh'd  as 
Felons. 

A  Writ  of  Right,   and  A8:ions  for  Reco- 
very of  Lands,  to   be  brought  within  Sixty 
Years,  by  the  Ad:  of  Limitation :  After  IfTue 
tried  in  any  Caufe,  Judgment  fhall  be  given 
notwithftanding  any  Jeofail  or  Mifpleadings ; 
which  is  calPd  the  Statute  of  Jeofails  :  Joynt 
Tenants  and  Tenants  in  common,  for  Lives 
or  Years,   to  make  Partition.     Perfons  get- 
ting  Money  by    Counterfeit  Letters    to  be 
fet  on  the  Pillory  and  be  Imprifon'd  :  Un- 
lawful Games  are  prohibited,  Gamefters  liable 
to  Penalties,  and  Gamjng  Houfes  to  be  fup- 
prefs'd :  The  Offender's  Right  Hand  to  be 
cut  off  for  ftriking  in  the  King's  Palace :  U- 
fury  is   punifbable  by  a  Statute  now  pafs'd  : 
The  Price  of  Wines  to  be  fet  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,   Lord  Treafurer,   ^c.    Woods, 
and  Timber,  to  be  preferv'd   by  leaving  of 
Standils  on  cutting  the  fame  ;  Wood  Ground 
not  to  be    converted  to  Tillage  or  Pafture, 
and  to  be  enclosM  for  Seven  Years  after  cut, 
as  a  Security  againft  Cattle. 

The  afore-mentioned  are  the  Chief  of  the 
general  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Reign. 
The  Statutes  relating  to  the  Supremacy  of 
the  Church,  are  as  follow  :  A  Law  for  Re- 
ftraint  of  Appeals,  which  Enafls  that  no 
Appeals  fliall  be    brought   but  within  this 
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Kingdom  J  procuring  Appeals  to  Rome  in- 
curs the  Penalty  of  a  Tr£munire:  The  Cler- 
gy, in  Convocation,  (hall  not  Ena6t  any 
Conftitutions  or  Ordinances,  without  the 
King's  AiFenti  and  fhal)  be  alTembled  by 
the  King's  Writ ;  The  King  hath  Power  to 
appoint  certain  Perfons  to  examine  the  Ca- 
nons of  the  Church,  to  continue  fuch  as  they 
think  fit,  and  reject  fuch  as  are  againft  his 
Prerogative :  No  Firft-Fruits  to  be  paid  to 
the  Pope  ;  nor  fhall  any  be  prefented  to  the 
See  0^ Rome  for  any  Dignity  in  the  Church  ; 
but  Bifhops  to  be  chofen  by  the  Deans  and 
Chapters  of  the  Diocefs,  on  the  King's  Conge 
de  lire,  or  on  Default  by  the  King's  Letters 
Patents :  The  FirR  Fruits  and  Tenths  of  Spi- 
ritual Livings  granted  to  the  Crown;  Com- 
miffion  CIS  appointed  to  Enquire  into  the  Value 
of  Livings,  and  Bifhops  to  be  charged  with 
the  CoIle£tion  of  Tenths  in  their  Diocefes : 
AH  Monafteries  are  given  to  the  King, which 
have  not  Lands  above  200/.  a  Year  Value; 
the  King  to  have  the  a£lual  PolTeflion  of  the 
Abbey.Land5,and  fraudulent  Ailurances  made 
by  Governors  of  Houfes  before  their  DilTo- 
lution  to  be  void. 

All  Bulls  and  Difpenfations  from  Ro7?ie  to 
any  of  the  King's  Subie8:s  to  be  void:  All 
Monafleries,  Abbeys,  Colleges,  Chantries, 
llofpitais,  ^c.  of  what  Value  foever,  were 
now  Di[roiv'd,and  the  Lands  granted  to  the 
King,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs :  A  Court  of 
S  uveyorsand  Augmentations  was  Ere6led,to 
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determine  Suits  and  Controverfies  relating 
to  the  Abbey -Lands:  and  Receivers  and  Ac- 
comptants  were  appointed,  t^c.  which  was 
one  of  the  laft  Things  done.     The  King,  pre- 
vious to  thefe  Statutes,  procur'd  a   Licence 
from  the  Pope  to  pull  down  feveral  fmall  Ab- 
bies  andPriorieSjfor  theEndowingof  two  Col- 
leges he  had  built  5  which  was  a  Precedent  to 
him  for  pulling  down  the  reft.     The  Abbey- 
Lands,  all  over  the  Kingdom,  were  fold  to 
the  Lay  Gentry,    as  the  only  Means  to  pre- 
vent their  coming  into  the  Hands  of  Priefts  ; 
and  thus  the  Power  of  Rome  was  crufh'd  in 
this  Kingdom,  whereas  before  the  Reign  of 
this  Prince,  our  Kings,  bigotted  beyond  thofe 
of  all  other  Nations,  have  not  only  held  the 
Styrups  of  Popes  but  alfo  walk'd  barefoot, 
and  fuffered  the  fevereft  Penances  from  their 
Spiritual  Lords  and  Mafters. 

The  King,  by  Ad  of  Parliament,  was  de- 
clar'd  fupream  Head  of  the  Church  5  it  was 
made  High  Treafon  to  deny  it,  as  was  like- 
wife  acknowledging  the  Authority  of  the 
Pope.  And  tho'  the  Pope  had  Excommuni- 
cated him,  his  Title  to  the  Crown  was  con- 
firm'd  by  Parliament;  and  the  Succedion 
fettled  after  his  Deceafe  on  his  Son  Prince 
Edwardy  and  his  Heirs,  and  for  Want  of 
Iffue  to  the  Ladies  Mary  and  Elizabeth 
his  Daughters  and  their  Heirs  fucceffive- 
ly,  fubjeQ;  to  fuch  Conditions  as  the  King 
fliould  limit ;  and  the  Reverfion  or  Remain- 
der of  the  Crown,   to  fuch  Perfons  as  the 
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King  n]ould  appoint  by  his  Letters  Patents 
or  laft  Will  and  Teftament. 

This  was  the  greateft  Power  that  ever 
was  given  by  the  Parhaments  of  England  to 
our  Princes ;  the  King  had  Authority  to 
make  Conditions  and  Limitations  for  Settling 
the  Inheritance  of  the  Crown,  and  had  put 
into  his  Hands  the  Order  and  Declaration 
of  the  Succefifion  thereof;  an  Honour  which 
none  of  the  Kings  of  England  could  boaft 
of  but  Hmry  VIIL 

In  this  Reign  an  A8:  was  made  againft 
Pkiralities  of  Livin2;s ;  but  Difpenfations  to 
be  granted  to  the  King's,  and  other  Chap- 
lains :  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  &c.  are  empow- 
er'd  to  keep  Chaplains ;  a  Duke  fix,  and  a 
Baron  three. 

An  Att  of  Pardon  and  Indemnity  was  al- 
fo  pafs'd ;  and  feveral  Subfidies  granted, 
notwithftanding  the  new  Acquifitions  of  the 
Crown  by  the  Diffolution  of  Abbies  and 
Monafteries. 

In  the  Reign  of  Ed^jnard  VI,  a  Law  was 
Enabled  for  puniOiing  Revilers  of  the  Sacra- 
ments J  Uniformity  of  Prayer  and  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Sacraments  in  both  Kinds 
to  be  ufed  in  the  Church;  and  all  Perfons 
to  Refort  to  their  Parifh-Church  or  Chap- 
el every  Sunday  and  Holyday  :  The  Holy- 
days  to  be  obferv'd  throughout  the  Year  are 
appointed  ^  but  Husbandmen,  Labourers, 
&c.  may  work  on  Holy-Days  during  the 
Time  of  Harvefi:,  and  when  Neceflity  re- 
G  z  quires 


(  44  ) 

quires  it:  No  Perfons  to  quarrel  or  fight  in 
Churches  or  Church-Yards,  under  the  Pe- 
nalty, of  ftriking  any  other  with  any  Wea- 
pon, of  having  one  of  their  Ears  cut  off. 

All  Procefles  Ecclefiaftical  to  be  in  the 
King's  Name,  but  the  Tefte  in  the  Name  of 
the  Bifhop :  The  Death  of  the  King  not  to 
difcontinue  any  Suit  or  Action  :  Sheriffs  to 
have  Allowances  upon  pa  (Ting  their  Accounts 
in  the  Exchequer,  of  all  fuch  Moneys  as  they 
cannot  Levy  for  the  King's  Ufe,  <irc.  Sta- 
tutes confirmed  concerning  Tanners,  Curri- 
ers, and  Cordwainers,  declaring  their  Du- 
ty in  making  and  felling  their  Wares,  and 
of  Searchers  to  view,fearch  and  feal  the  fame : 
Leather  not  to  be  tranfported :  Malt  to  be 
well  made,  continue  in  the  Fat  and  Floor 
for  a  certain  Time,  and  good  Malt  not  to 
be  mingled  with  that  which  is  bad. 

Every  Perfon  fhall  fet  forth  and  pay  his 
Tithes  in  fuch  Manner  as  they  had  been 
paid  for  Forty  Years;  and  on  Default  ot 
letting  forth,  the  Tenth  Part  of  Corn  and 
Hay,  or  other  Predial  Tithes,  before  carry- 
ing away  the  fame  a  Penalty  of  double  Va- 
lue is  incur r'd  5  but  Lands,  by  Prefcription 
or  real  Compofition  are  exempted  from  the 
Payment  of  Tithes ;  and  Tithe  of  Barren 
Heath,  or  Wafte  Ground,  not  to  be  paid,  un- 
til the  End  of  ^tv^n  Years  after  Improve- 
ments made.  Perfonal  Tithes  to  be  paid  by 
Tradefmen  in  Towns  and  Cities,   a  Tenth 

Fart 


(45) 


Part  of  the  Gains  they  iliall  acquire  by  their 
feveral  Imployments. 

A  Law  was  now  made  for  the  Punifli- 
ment  of  Viduallers  felling  their  ViQ:uals  at 
unreafonable  Prices  ,♦  and  Confpiracies  of  La- 
bourers relating  to  their  Work,  the  Hours 
of  their  Working,  Wages,  ire.  Sheriffs  to 
keep  their  Courts  Monthly.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  di  England  lo  appoint  the  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  in  every  County  of  England  and 
JVales :  An  A8:  for  the  true  making  of  Wool- 
en Cloth,  which  requires  Clothiers  to  fijc 
Seals  of  Lead  to  their  Cloths,  declaring  their 
Lengths,  and  not  to  ft  retch  them;  and  the 
Duty  of  Dyers  is  regulated:  Alehoufes  to 
be  Licens'd  by  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and 
Recognizances  taken  for  good  Order :  No 
Perfons  to  fell  Wine  in  Towns  but  by  Li- 
cence from  Mayors  and  other  Head  Officers; 
The  Aflife  of  Fuel  is  limited  in  London  and 
IVeftminfter:  Horfes,  Bell-Metal,  Gun-Me- 
tal, ire.  not  to  be  Exported  :  And  Horfe- 
ftealing  made  Felony  without  Benefit  of 
Clergy. 

By  an  A£l  made  in  this  Reign  it  was  de- 
clared High  Treafon  for  twelve  Perfons  or 
more  to  affemble  together  to  attempt  to  Kill 
or  Imprifon  any  of  the  King's  Council,  or 
to  alter  the  Laws,  if  they  continued  together 
an  Hour  after  Proclamation  made  to  de- 
part, by  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  Mayor,  or  She- 
riff. And  if  fuch  alTemibling  w^ere  to  deftroy 
any   Park,   Pond;    Dove-Houfe,  or  to  pull 
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down  any  Houfes,  it  was  made  Felony :  But 
thefe  Laws  were  afterwards  repeal'd.  Pub- 
Hilling  falfe  Prophecies,  tending  tbraifeDif- 
fentions  amongft  the  People,  was  to  be  pu- 
nifh'd  :  Offices  were  forbid  to  be  fold,  for 
any  Money,  Fee,  Reward,  or  other  Profit  ; 
(a  righteous  Law,  but  never  executed)  and 
the  Laws  prohibiting  the  Marriage  of  Priefts 
were  anulPd  and  made  void. 

Popifli  Books  and  Images  were  to  be  abo- 
liflyd  '-i  and  the  King  had  Authority  given 
him,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Council,  to  no- 
minate Commiffioners  to  Examine  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Laws,  and  to  gather  and  compile 
fuch  Laws  and  Ordinances  as  fhould  be  con- 
venient to  be  praftis'd  in  the  Spiritual  Courts, 
agreeable  to  the  Common  and  Statute  Laws 
of  this  Kingdom. 

King  Ed-jL'ard  by  his  Will  appointed  the 
Lady  Jane  Gray  his  neareft  Kinfwoman,  next 
to  his  Sillers  the  Ladies  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
to  be  his  SucceiTor :  This  was  done  for  the 
Security  of  the  Proteftant  Reform'd  Religion  ; 
but  tho'  the  Will  which  the  King  had  made 
was  fubfcrib'd  by  all  his  Council,  the  Bifhops 
and  Judges,  it  not  having  the  Sandion  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  was  foon  vacated  by 
Queen  Mary,  from  whom  the  greateft  Dan- 
ger had  been  expected  :  She  caufed  the  La- 
dy Jane  to  be  beheaded  :  and  the  Proteftant 
Religion  was  totally  Eclipfcd  during  her 
Reign. 
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A  Sublidy  and  Two  Fifteenths  and  Tenths 
were  granted  to  this  King  by  the  Tempo- 
rality, to  be  paid  in  two  Years  :  And  Six 
Shillings  in  the  Pound  of  Spiritual  Livings, 
payable  in  three  Years,  was  granted  by  the 
Clergy. 

When  Queen  Mary  came  to  the  Crown, 
the'  file  had  obliged  her  felf  under  the  moft 
folemn  Promifes  not  to  make  any  Alteration 
in  the  Reform'd  Religion,  yet  ilie  foon  made 
the  contrary  Intentions  appear.     In  the  firfh 
Year  of  her  Reign   was  pafs'd  an  AQ:  for 
Repealing  all  Articles  and  Provifions  made 
againfl:  the  Pope  fince  the  20th  Year  of  K» 
Henry  VIII.  (the    Time  he  began  to  affert 
his  Supremacy)  and  for  the  Eftabliihment  of 
all  Spiritual  and  Ecclefiaftical  PofTelTions  and 
Hereditaments  convey'd  to  the  Laity  :  And 
fo  artfally  was   this  Statute  contriv'd,  that 
whilft  it  deftroy'd  every  Thing  that  King 
Henry  VIII.  and   Ed-Ji\  VI.   had   done  for 
abolilhing  of  Popery,  it  confirm.'d  all  Grants 
and  AfTurances  made   by  thofe  Princes,  of 
Church  Lands ;  and  declarM  that  the  Title 
of  Supream  Head  of  the  Church  could  ne- 
ver be  juftly  attributed  to  any  King  or  Go- 
vernor of  this  Realm,  but  yet  lignified,  that 
Writs,   Letters  Patents,  and  other  Writings, 
with  the  Title    of    the  King   as  Supream 
Head  of  the  Church,  were  to  be  good  and 
pleaded. 

The  Regal  Power  of  the  Realm  was  de- 
clar'd  to  be  as  fully  in  her  Majefty,as  it  had 
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been  in  any  of  her  Anceftors ;  and  to  be 
equally  the  fame  in  a  Queen  as  in  a  King : 
Thefe  Laws  and  others  were  made  in  Fa- 
vor of  this  Queen,  who  by  the  Afliftance  of 
her  Priefts  found  out  the  Way  to  g^t  a  Par- 
liament to  her  Mind.  The  other  Statutes 
made  in  this  Reign  relate  to  the  Bailment 
of  Perfons  by  Juitices  of  the  Peace,  requi- 
ring Examinations  to  be  taken  upon  Oath 
before  it  be  granted.  Horfes  fold  in  Fairs 
and  Markets  to  be  openly  rid,  and  enter'd 
with  Toll-Keepers  appointed,  or  the  Property 
therein  fhall  not  be  alter'd  as  to  the  real 
Owner,  in  Cafe  they  are  ftolen  :  Surveyors 
for  amending  the  Highways  to  be  appoint- 
ed, and  certain  Days  affign'd  for  working 
thereon. 

Juftices  of  the  Peace  to  examine  Perfons 
arretted  for  Felony  or  Manflaughter,  and 
bind  over  the  Accufers  to  give  Evidence 
againft  them  :  Acceflaries  in  Murder,  Petit- 
Treafon,  Robbery  on  the  Highway,  ire.  not 
to  have  Benefit  of  Clergy  :  Perfons  taking 
away  and  marrying  young  Women  under 
Sixteen  Years  of  Age,  without  Confent  of 
their  Parents,  to  be  punifh*d  by  Fme  and 
Imprifonment.  Penalties  infliQ:ed  for  falfe 
Mufters  of  Soldiers  :  And  Perfons  born  under 
the  Dominion  of  the  French  King  to  depart 
the  Realm,  and  not  return  during  the  Wars 
with  France. 

The  Juftices  of  Peace  in  every  Shire,  Ci 
ty,  dye.  had  Authority  given  them  to  bear 
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and  determine  OfFences  in  publiOiing  of  Slan- 
derous News.  If  any  Perfon  was  convided 
of  fpeaking  malicioufly,  of  his  own  Imngi-- 
nation,  any  falfe.  Seditious  and  Slanderous 
News,  or  Tales  of  the  Q^iieen,  or  the  King 
her  Husband,  for  the  firft  Offence  he  was 
to  be  (tt  on  the  Pillory,  and  have  both  his 
Ears  cut  off,  or  pay  a  Fine  of  loo/.  And  if 
fuch  Slanderous  News  were  of  the  Reporc 
of  any  other,  then  the  Perfon  offending  for 
fpreading  the  fame  was  to  be  fet  on  the 
Pillory,  and  lofe  one  of  his  Ears,  or  pay  loo 
Marks:  If  the  fame  was  done  by  Writing 
or  Letter,  he  was  to  have  his  Right  Hand 
ftricken  off:  And  the  Second  Offence  pu- 
nifli'd  with  Imprifonment  for  Life,  and  For-^ 
feiture  of  Goods. 

This  very  Penal  Law  for  ffifling  and  fup- 
preffing  all  Liberty  of  Speech,  relating  to  the 
Tranfadions  of  this  Reign,  is  the  ftrongeft 
Argument  that  great  was  the  Caufe  of 
Complaint  againft  them:  for  it  is  feldom  or 
never  known  that  the  People  o^ England c^- 
lumniate  or  Slander  their  Superiors,  efpecial- 
ly  the  Government,  but  where  they  appre- 
hend they  are  Sufferers  by  them,  or  the  \J{q 
of  their  Power. 

The  Articles  of  Marriage  between  Thh 
lip  Prince  o^  Spain^  and  Qijeen  Mary  were 
confirm'd  by  Parliament  ;  but  the  Queen 
only  was  to  enjoy  the  Crov/n  and  Sovereign- 
ty of  thefe  Realms,  with  all  the  Prerogatives^ 
and   Jurifdi6lions  belonging  to  ir,  withoun 
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any  Right,  Title  or  Interpofition  of  the 
Prince  her  Husband :  And  all  Gifts,  Grants, 
Letters  Patents,  and  other  Writings  concern- 
ing the  Crown,  were  to  be  made  in  the 
Name  of  the  Prince  and  the  Queen  ;  but  to 
be  Signed  with  the  Sign  Manual  of  the 
Queen  only,  and  be  beftow'd  upon  the  Na- 
tural Born  Subje£l:s  of  the  Kingdom. 

As  to  the  latter  Part  of  this  Law,  we 
may  eafily  obferve,  that  the  Parliament  at 
this  Time  adted  with  great  Prudence,  to  pre- 
vent the  Footing  of  Foreigners  in  Great  Bri- 
tain^  and  therein  Encroachments  on  the  Li- 
berties of  the  Subje£l ;  notwithftanding  in 
all  other  Things  they  too  much  countenanc'd 
a  Queen  who  was  in  her  Nature  a.  Tyrant, 
and  the  greateft  Scourge  that  England  has 
known. 

But  it  is  remark'd  by  our  Hiftorians,  that 
Martyrdoms  were  no  fooner  frequent  in  this 
Reign,  than  the  Queen  in  all  her  Underta- 
kings prov'd  unfuccefsful :  National  LofTes  at- 
tended the  Murders  of  the  Innocent ;  and 
whilft:  fhe  was  aftive  in  taking  away  the 
Lives  of  her  Subjects,  fhe  loft  her  own. 

On  the  Death  of  Q.  Mary^  her  glorious  Suc- 
cefTor  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  new  Life  to 
this  drooping  Nation,  which  wanted  the 
Rays  of  fo  glorious  a  Sun.  This  Queen,  with 
the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  in  Parliament,  firft  pafs'da  Statute 
to  reftore  the  Crown  to  its  ancient  Jurifdic- 
tion,  over  the  Eftate  Ecclefiaftical  and  Spiri- 
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tua],  and  for  abolifliing  all  Foreign  Powers 
repugnant  to  the  fame  :  The  Act  for  Uni- 
formity of  the  Common-Prayer  and  Service 
in  the  Church,  and  Ad miniftration  of  the 
Sacraments  5  -^^6  leveral  other  Laws  relating 
to  Religion,  enabled  by  King  Edward  VI. 
were  reviv'd  :  Severe  Statures  were  made 
againfb  Prielis  and  Jefuits  s  and  now  it  was 
that  the  Protcftant  Reformed  Rehgion  re- 
ceiv'd  its  Perfection. 

Many  were  the  good  Statutes  pafs'd  in 
this  Reign  :  Merchandizes  were  to  be  fhip'd 
mEnglifJj  Bottoms,  and  certain  Ports  affign'd 
for  the  Lading  and  Unlading  of  Goods :  Fifli 
not  to  be  taken  under  Size,  or  out  of  Seafon 
under  certain  Penalties,  and  the  Spawn  of 
Fifh  to  be  preferv'd:  Labourers,  Artificers, 
Servants,  dr^.  to  be  compellable  to  work,  not 
to  depart  before  their  Work  is  finilVd,  or 
leave  their  Service, ctt.  Apprentices  are  like 
wife  regulated  by  this  Law  :  Perfons  guilty 
of  Subornation  of  Perjury  to  ftand  in  the 
Pillory,  forfeit  40  /.  and  be  Imprifon'd  Six 
Months,  not  being  able  to  pay  it  j  and  be 
ever  afterwards  incapable  to  be  a  Witnefs : 
Forgery  of  Deeds  concerning  Inheritance 
of  Lands,  punifh'd  with  Pillory,  Lofs  of 
Ears,  Imprifonment  for  Life,  &c,  and  the 
Second  Offence  made  Felony. 

Fraudulent  Deeds  made  to  avoid  the  Debts 
and  Duties  of  others,  to  be  void;  and  Con- 
veyances made  to  defraud  a  Purchafer  of 
Lands  for  valuable  Confideration,  as  againft 
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fuch  Purchafer  to  be  null  and  void:  The  Lord 
Chancellor  to  grant  CommiiHons  of  Bank- 
rupts, and  take  Order  of  the  Bankrupts  Bo- 
dies, Lands  and  Goods  5  Perfons  concealing 
thenifelves,  or  departing  the  Realm,  declar'd 
Bankrupts,  and  Commiflioners  to  fell  their 
Eftates  for  the  Satisfafl:ion  of  Creditors. 

The  Duty  of  Informers,  in  profecuting 
upon  Penal  Statutes,  was  declar'd  ;  who  were 
not   to  Compound  Offences  under  the   Pe- 
nalty of  10/.    and  Punifhment  by  Pillory: 
Leather  not  to  be  tranfported,   and  a  Sub- 
fidy  granted  upon  it ;   The  Highways  to  be 
amended  ;  Perfons  having  Plough-Lands  to 
fend  out  Teams  for  that  Purpofe,  and  others 
able  Perfons  ^^  Ditches  to  be  fcowred,  and  no 
Soil  to  be  laid  in  the  Highway  :  Thofe  which 
ferve  on  Juries  to  have  4/.  a  Year  Freehold 
in  the  County  where  the  IlTue  is  tried  :  And 
after  Verdi£l  given  in    a  Coart  of  Record, 
there  fliall  be  no  Stay  of  Judgment  or  Re-r 
verfal,  for    Want  of  Form,    falfe  Latin,  or 
Variance  in   Writs :    Erroneous   Judgments 
given  in.  the  King's  Bench,  to  be  Reverfed 
in  the  Chancery,  and   the  High   Court  of 
Parliament. 

Where  Robberies  on  the  Highway  are 
committed,  between  Sun-rifing  and  Sun-fet, 
the  Hundred  is  chargeable,  if  the  RobLersare 
not  taken  on  Hue  and  Cry.  Extortion  of 
Sheriffs,  Under-She riffs  and  Bailiffs  forbid- 
den under  diverfe  Penalties :  No  fecret  Out- 
lawries to  be  awarded  agaiafl  the  Subje<3:s ; 
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Cottages  to  have  four  Acres  of  Land  to  them, 
under  the  Penalty  of  lo/.  and  Inmates,  or 
more  Families  than  one,  are  prohibited  to 
be  refident  in  Cottages:  Searchers  of  Cloth 
to  be  appointed  Yearly  by  Juftices  of  Peace, 
to  examine  into  the  Goodnefs  of  Cloths,  and 
fix  their  Seals  to  them  :  Rogues  and  fturdy 
Beggars  to  be  punifh'd,  and  fent  to  the 
Houfe  of  Corre8:ion :  Hofpitals  and  Work- 
Hoiifes  to  be  Ereded  for  Employment  of  the 
Poor,  and  be  Incorporated :  Overfeers  to  be 
chofen  for  Relief  of  the  Poor,  who  may  bind 
out  poor  Apprentices ;  and  Juftices  of  Peace 
to  make  Rates  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor 
of  every  Parifh. 

CommiHions  to  be  granted  to  Enquire  in- 
to the  Mifemployment  of  Lands,  Goods  and 
Money,  given  to  charitable  Ufes :  Poor  Sol- 
diers and  Mariners  to  be  relieved  by  a  Tax- 
ation on  Parifhes :  A8:s  were  made  for  the 
Increafe  of  Tillage  and  Maintenance  of  the 
Navy ;  and  to  encourage  Navigation  and 
Seamen  :  Cables  for  fliipping  not  to  be  made 
of  old  Stuff,  under  certain  Penalties :  Com- 
miffions  to  be  awarded  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
ceDor  of  England  directed  to  the  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  Recorder  oiLondon,  two 
JDo£lors  of  the  Civil  Law,  two  Common 
Lawyers,  and  Eight  Merchants,  to  hear  and 
determine  Caufes  arifing  on  Policies  of  Infu- 
ranee  of  Shipping. 

In  this  Reign  fome  occafional  Laws  were 
^ade  for  the  Qiveen's  Prefervation :  It  was 
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declar'd  High  Treafon  for  any  Perfon  to  in- 
tend Deftrudion  to  the  Queen,  or  to  Levy 
War,  or  to  move  others  to  War  again  ft  her; 
or  to  affirm  that  the  Queen  ought  not  to  enl 
joy  the  Crown;  or  to  pubHOi  that  llie  was 
an  Heretick,  Schifmatick,  Infidel,  or  Ufur- 
per  of  the  Crown  5  or  to  affirm  the  Right 
of  Succeflion  of  the  Crown  in  fome  other 
than  the  Queen  5  or  that  the  Laws  and  Sta- 
tutes did  not  bind  the  Right  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Defcent,  Limitation  and  Inheritance' 
and  Governance  thereof:  AI]  thefe  were 
made  High  Treafon. 

Four  and  Twenty  Perfons,  whereof  Part 
of  the  Queen's  Council,  and  the  Refidue 
Peers  of  the  Realm,  by  the  Queen's  Com- 
miffion  were  to  examine  the  Offences  of  fuch 
as  had  made  any  open  Invafions  or  Rebel- 
hons;  attempted  Injury  to  the  Queen's  Per- 
fon, or  pretended  Title  to  the  Crown  ;  and 
on  Difcovery  of  any  fuch  Praftices,  the  Of- 
fenders were  to  be  purfued  to  Death,  by  all 
the  Queen's  Subjeas.  But  thefe  Statutes 
were  only  pro  tempore  to  fecure  her  Maiefty 
againft  the  Plots  and  Confpiracies  of  the 
Pncfts  and  Jefuits,  who  endeavour'd  toRe- 
ftore  the  Roman  Catholick  Religion  with  all 
their  Might,  not  flicking  at  any  Means  to 
effe(Eb  it,  tho'  all  in  vain. 

Several  Afts  of  Pardon  were  granted  by 
this  QLieen  to  her  Subjeas,  and  confirm'd 
by  Parhamentj  and  feveral  Subfidies  were 
granted  by  the  Subjeft  to  the  Qiieen :  She 
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Rcign'd  in  the  AfFedions  of  her  People;  which 
only  can  make  a  Prince  truly  happy  :  Her 
Arms  were  fuccefsful  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  the 
Invincible  Armado  of  Sj?am  fufficiently  ex- 
perienced the  Strength  of  her  Fleets,  and 
Bravery  of  her  Commanders  at  Sea ;  and  the 
Armies  of  diftant  Potentates  fabmitted  to 
her  Troops. 

But  this  glorious  Princefs,  befides  her  own 
the  moft  extenfive  Abilities  for  Government 
of  Kingdoms,  had  perhaps  the  honefteft  Par- 
liaments, the  ableft  Statefmen,  the  wifeil 
Minifters,  and  fteadieft  Councils,  that  ever 
attended  any  King  or  Queen,  either  o^  Eng- 
land or  any  other  Country  •,  fo  that  fhe  had 
every  Way  Power,  as  well  as  Inclination, 
to  do  thofe  great  and  God-like  Actions  which 
have  rend  red  her  Name  and  Memory  dear 
to  lateft  Generations. 

No  fooner  was  King  James  I.  advanc'd 
to  the  Throne,  but  the  Parliament  made  a 
Recognition,  that  upon  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Death,  the  Crown  of  England^  and  all  the 
Kingdoms,  Dominions,  and  Rights  belong- 
ing to  the  fame,  did  by  Lawful  Birth-righc 
"  and  SuccefTion  defcend  to  King  James.  This 
Prince  was  receiv'd  with  univerfal  Joy  of  the 
People  ;  and  great  were  the  Expedations  of 
the  Benefits  proceeding  from  the  Conjuncti- 
on of  the  two  Royal  Houfes  of  Tork  and 
Lancafler. 

In    this  Pveign   the  Laws   againfl:  Prieffe 
and  Jefuits  were  confirm'd ;  and  feveral  Sta- 
tutes 
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tutes  Ena8:ed  againfl:  Topijh  Recufants,  who 
are  prohibited  to  bear  Offices,  difabled  to 
Prefent  to  Benefices,  or  to  be  Executors. 
To  marry  a  Second  Husband  or  Wife,  the 
former  being  Living,  is  made  Felony  :  Witch- 
craft, and  Deahng  with  evil  Spirits,  declar'd 
Felony  without  Benefit  of  Clergy  5  and  tel- 
ling where  Things  loft  may  be  found,  pro^ 
voking  unlawful  Love,c5^f.ispunif}iablebyIm- 
prifonment  and  Pillory.  Tanners  not  to  gafli 
nor  others  foreftall  Hides  or  Skins ;  Leather 
not  to  be  raifed,  or  infufficiently  tann'd  ; 
Shoes  to  be  made  of  fufficient  Leather; 
and  Mayors  of  Towns  to  appoint  Searchers 
and  Triers  of  Wares :  Bankrupts  to  appear 
before  CommilTioners  and  be  examined,  and 
alfo  others  who  have  any  of  the  Bankrupt's 
Eftate;  Grants  of  Lands  in  otherMen's  Names, 
unlefs  for  valuable  confideration,  to  be  void ; 
Fraudulent  Concealments  punifh'd,  by  Pillo- 
ry; CommifTioners  may  aflSgn  Debts,  and 
break  open  the  Houfes,  or  Chefts  of  the 
Bankrupt  for  Goods. 

Perfons  killing  Hares,  Pheafant,  Partridge, 
Heron  or  other  Game  to  forfeit  20  s.  or  fuf- 
fer  three  Months  Imprifonment ;  and  the 
Buying  and  Selling  of  Deer,  Hare,  Pheafant, 
C^T.  is  prohibited  :  None  (hall  kill  or  chafe 
any  Deer  in  Parks  or  enclosed  Grounds,  un- 
der the  Penalty  of  paying  treble  Damages, 
and  being  Tmprifon'd  three  Months  :  Infor- 
mations upon  Penal  Statutes  to  be  profecu- 
ted  in  the  Counties  where  the  Offences  were 
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committed  :  Sheriffs  having  a  §luietus  to  be 
difcharg'd  of  all  Accompts  due  to  the  King : 
Monopolies  of  Goods  declar'd  againft:  Law, 
and  void ;  and  Perfons  injur'd  by  them 
to  recover  treble  Damages:  A  La"W  made 
for  Relief  of  Perfons  vifited  with  the  Plague, 
by  Taxing  of  Parifhes,  ^c.  And  not  only  the 
Crimeof  Drunkennefsis  punifhable  by  a  Sta- 
tute now  pafs'd  -,  but  alfo  prophane  Swear- 
ing and  Curfing,  which  is  I  J.  for  every  Of- 
fence. 

The  further  Statutes  of  this  Reign  were 
for  limiting  the  Time  for  Profecution  of 
Adlions  ;  Writs  of  Formedon  for  Recovery 
of  Lands,  and  Entries  upon  Lands,  to  be 
brought  and  commenced  within  twenty 
Years;  Aflions  for  Debt,  Accompt,  (b'c.  to 
be  commenc'd  within  fix  Years ;  for  AlTauIt 
and  Battei-y  within  four  Years ;  and  for  Slan- 
der within  two  Years.  Shop-Books  not  to 
be  given  in  Evidence  for  Goods  bought  above 
a  Year  before  Aftion  is  brought,  unlefs  the 
Creditor  has  a  Bill  of  Debt,  iyc.  Debts  due 
to  Citizens  of  London  under  40  s,  to  be  re- 
covered in  the  Court  of  Requefts  at  Giitld- 
hall,  (caird  the  Court  of  Confcience)  At- 
tornies  to  give  in  true  Bills  to  their  Clients, 
and  not  be  allow'd  Fees  to  Council  with- 
out Tickets  fign'd  by  them;  and  they  are 
not  to  demand  more  than  their  due  Fees 
and  Disburfements,  nor  delay  their  Cli- 
ent's Suits,  on  Pain  of  treble  Damages  and 
Difability  to  Pradife. 
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To  this  King  a  Subfidy  of  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  was  granted  upon  Wines,  and  all 
Sorts  of  Merchandize,  for  Defending  the  Seas: 
The  Englijh  Plantations  in  the  Weft- Indies 
were  now  fettled,  on  the  Difcoveries  o^  Raw- 
leigh  and  others:  And  in  this  Reign  was 
form'd  the  Gun-Powder  Confpiracy  for  blow- 
ing up  the  King  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  pious  (but  unfortunate)  King  Charles  I. 
fucceeded  his  Anceftor  James  \,  His  Reign 
began  with  a  Law  for  punithing  diverfe  Abu- 
fes  committed  on  the  Lord's  Day,  called 
Sunday  :  A  Statute  to  punifh  Ale-houfe- keep- 
ers felling  Ale  without  Licenfe ;  and  for  the 
further  Punifhment  of  Drunkennefs :  An  Ad: 
to  relieve  Captives  taken  by  the  Turks,  and 
prevent  the  taking  of  others  hereafter :  To 
raife  Mariners  and  Sailors  for  Guarding  of 
the  Seas,  and  his  Majefty's  Dominions  ;  and 
for  raifing  of  Soldiers  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Kingdom. 

In  this  Reign  Tonnage  and  Poundage  Sub- 
fidies,  and  other  Duties  upon  Merchandizes 
Exported  and  Imported,  were  granted  by  the 
Parliament :  But  the  King  thought  that  the 
Subfidies  allow'd  him  were  not  fufficient ; 
upon  which  he  attempted  to  Levy  new 
Taxes  without  his  Parliament,  which  prov'd 
fatal  to  him  beyond  all  Example. 

The  Parliament  and  the  King  had  great 
Mifunderftandings  j  and  at  laft  they  obliged 
him  to  pafs  a  Law  that  they  fhould  not  be 
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diffolvM  but  by  their  own  Authority :  When 
this  was  done,  they  had  Time  and  Oppor- 
tunity to  work  his  Defl:ru6lion ;  which  by 
their  long  Continuance^  they  efFeclually  did  j 
for  a  Civil  War  breaking  our,  and  his  Army 
being  routed,  he  firft  fur  rend  red  himfelf  to 
the  Scots^  who  refign'd  him  to  the  ParHa- 
ment,  and  they  to  the  Rump  ;  who  caufed 
a  pretended  Court  of  Judicature  to  be  Erec- 
ted, and  Tried,  Condemn'd,  and  Executed 
their  King. 

King  Charles  II.  on  his  Father's  Death,  was 
for  many  Years  kept  from  the  PofTeflTion  of 
the  Crown,  till  the  People  had  found  a  Com- 
monwealth the  greatefl:  Tyranny  5  and  then, 
upon  his  fending  a  Declaration  from  France^ 
to  the  Parliament  of  England^  promifing  Li- 
berty of  Confcience  in  Religion,  Pardon  to 
all  Offenders,  and  Satisfadion  to  all  Interefts, 
they  voted  him  Thanks  and  Invited  him  to 
return  to  his  Kingdoms.  On  his  Majefty's 
Reftoration,  the  Bifhops  who  had  been  De- 
priv  d  by  the  Prote^or  Cromwel,  were  relio- 
red  ;  the  Common-Prayer  (long  fupprefs'd) 
was  order'd  to  be  read  again  in  Churches ; 
and  the  following  Laws  and  Statutes  were 
Enabled. 

A  Statute  for  Reftraining of  Exceffive  Ufu- 
ry  ;  for  the  confirming  of  Judicial  Proceed- 
ings, and  feveral  Acls  made  during  the  Ufur- 
pation  J  for  taking  away  the  Court  of  Wards 
and  Liveries,  and  Tenures  in  Cap'ite^  and 
by  Knight's  Service,  &€,  An  A 61  for  the  At- 
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tainder  of  feveral  Perfons  guilty  of  the  Mur- 
der of  King  Charles  I.  and  for  vefting  their 
Eftates  in  his  Majefty :  An  A6t  for  the 
Safety  and  Prefervation  of  his  Majefty's 
Perfon  and  Government,  declaring  it  Trea- 
fon  to  intend  Reftraint  to  the  King,  or  to 
depofe  him,  incite  an  Invafion,  &c.  and  that 
no  Legiflative  Power  is  in  either  or  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  without  the  King. 

An  Aft  for  a  free  and  voluntary  Prefent 
to  his  Majefty  ^  which  has  this  Provifo,  '*  That 
*'  no  Commiflions  or  Aids  of  this  Nature 
*'  can  be  IlTued  out  or  Levied,  but  by  Au- 
*'  thority  of  Parliament;  and  that  this  Adc 
•^  and  Supply  hereby  granted  fball  not  be 
*^  drawn  into  Example  for  the  future."  A 
Subfidy  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  and  other 
Sums  of  Money  payable  for  Merchandize, 
granted  to  the  King  for  Life  ;  and  a  Statute 
pafs'd  for  Prevention  of  Frauds  and  Conceal- 
ments in  theCuftoms:  A  Duty  of  Excife  on 
Beer,  Ale,  and  other  Liquors,  given  to  the 
King  during  his  Life;  Brewers  to  make  En- 
tries, (i^'c.  and  not  to  keep  any  private  Store- 
houfe  under  the  Penalty  of  50/.  A  Wine-Li- 
cenfe  was  granted;  and  a  Poft-Office  Erefted. 

A  Statute  for  the  Eftablifhing  Articles  and 
Orders,  for  the  regulating  and  better  Go- 
vernment of  his  Majefty's  Navies,  Ships  of 
War,  and  Forces  by  Sea :  An  A8:  declaring 
the  fole  Right  of  the  Militia  to  be  in  the 
King,  and  Deputy  Lieutenants  of  Counties 
to  be  appointed  by  his  Majefty  :  No  Perfons 
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to  Petition  for  altering  any  eftablifh'd  Law 
in  Church  or  State,  in  a  tumultuous  Man- 
ner, without  the  Confent  and  Concurrence 
of  three  or  more  Juftices  of  the  Peace:  An 
A£t  for  the  well  governing  and  regulating 
Corporations  :  For  enlarging  and  repairing 
of  common  Highways,  and  making  of  Af- 
fefsments  for  the  fame  :  For  the  better  Re- 
lief of  the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom,  whereby 
Perfons  coming  into  Parifl^ies  and  Renting 
under  lo/.  a  Year  are  not  Parifliioners ;  but 
Poor  Perfons  may  go  into  other  Parifhes  for 
Work  and  Employment  by  Certificate. 

Printing  was  regulated  by  an  A6f  pafs'd  in 
this  Reign  j  and  Books  and  Pamphlets  to  be 
Licensed.  None  to  Refort  to  Conventicles, 
under  Penalties:  Cattle  not  to  be  Imported 
from  Irelandy  and  other  Parts  beyond  the 
Seas ;  nor  Fifb,  taken  by  Foreigners :  All  Per- 
fons to  be  buried  in  Woolen,  on  Pain  of  5  /. 
An  A8:  for  Encouraging  of  Coynage,  and 
appointing  Duties  to  defray  the  Expence  of 
the  Mint :  A  Statute  for  Rebuilding  the  Ci- 
ty oi  London y  dire6ling  the  Streets,  Lanes, 
^c.  and  Manner  of  Building  ;  and  an  Act 
for  Erecting  a  Court  of  Judicature  to  deter- 
mine Differences  touching  Houfes  burnt  and 
deftroy'd  by  the  Fire  of  London. 

Perfons  for  whofe  Lives  any  Eftates  have 
been  granted,  being  abfent  Seven  Years,  and 
no  Proof  made  of  their  being  alive,  to  be  ac- 
counted  dead.  The  King,  by  Letters  Pa- 
tent, to  grant  Fee  Farm  Rents,  in  Right  of 
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his  Crown  ;  Poor  diftrefTed  Prifoners  in  Pri- 
fon  for  Debt,  on  making  Oath  they  have  not 
Subftance  of  lo  /.  Value  to  fatisfy  their  Cre- 
ditors, to  be  difcharg'd  from  Imprifonment : 
This,  I  think,  was  the  firft  Ad  of  Grace : 
Lord§  of  Manors  to  appoint  their  Game- 
keepers for  Prefervation  of  the  Game,  who 
may  feize  Guns  and  Dogs  of  Perfon;s  not  qua- 
lified to  keep  them  ;  and  the  QiiaHfication  is 
an  Eftate  of  loo/.  per  Annum  of  Inheritance 
or  for  Life. 

A61s  were  now  made  for  the  better  or- 
dering the  Forces  in  the  feveral  Counties  of 
this  Kingdom,  whereby  Sokliers  were  not  to 
be  quarter'd  upon  Perfons  without  their  Con- 
fent :  For  the  Encouragement  of  Trade,  and 
Plantations ;  for  regulating  the  Herring  and 
other  Fidieries  ;  and  to  preferve  Naval  Stores  : 
A  Statute  for  Prevention  of  Frauds  and  Per- 
juries, requiring  Contra6ls  to  be  put  in  Wri- 
ting, if  for  any  Thing  above  lo/.  Value; 
Devifes  of  Lands  to  be  in  Writing,  attefted 
by  three  or  four  credible  WitnelTes;  and  all 
Grants,  Leafes,  ^c.  alfo  to  be  put  in  Wri- 
ting :  An  Ad:  for  the  King's  moft  Gracious 
General  and  Free  Pardon  ;  and  an  Ad  for 
the  better  fecuringthe  Liberty  of  the  Subjed. 

This  la  ft  is  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  dear- 
to  all  Englifhmen :  For  befides  the  Liberty 
of  removing  from  one  Prifon  to  another,  in 
Cafe  of  Actions  of  Debt  ;  it  ordains,  that  Per- 
fons committed  to  Prifons  for  Capital  Crimes, 
iliall  be  brought  to  Trial  tlie  firft  Week  of 
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the  Term,  or  Day  of  the  Seflions  ;  and  if 
they  are  not  Indided  the  next  Term  or  Sef- 
fjons,  upon  Motion  they  fhall  be  admitted 
to  Bail  j  (unlefs  the  King's  Witnefles  are  not 
ready)  and  if  they  are  not  tried  the  Second 
Term,  <irc.  they  are  to  be  difcharg'd. 

In  this  Reign  it  was  Enaded,  that  Parha- 
ments  lliould  be  held  once  in  three  Years, 
at  lead  5  and  Peers  and  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  to  take  the  Oaths  before  they  fat 
in  the  Houfe,  or  be  adjudg'd  Topijh  Recn- 
fants :  The  Parliament  granted  to  this  King 
a  great  many  Supplies ;  a  Poll-Tax,  Hearth- 
Money,  O'C.  and  tho'  he  was  efteem'd  an 
inadlive  Prince,  it  muft  be  remember'd  that 
in  the  Year  1664.  his  Royal  Navy  entirely 
defeated  the  Stitch  Fleet,  at  that  Time  ef- 
teem'd the  ftrongeft  in  the  World. 

The  Reign  of  King  Charls  II.  for  the  Po- 
litenefs,  and  Gallantry  of  his  Courtiers,  of  his 
Statefmen,  and  others  about  him,  wrscall'd 
thQAuguftan  Age:  And  if  his  Pleafures  induc'd 
him  to  a  peaceable  Difpofition,  his  Subjeds 
were  neverthelefs  Happy  under  him. 

The  Statutes  made  in  the  Reign  of  King 
yames  II.  were  but  few.  The  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  Duties,  Excife,  &c.  were  granted 
by  Parliament;  and  other  Supplies  were  vo- 
ted for  Repairs  of  the  Navy,  and  providing 
Stores  for  the  Navv  and  Ordnance,  and  other 
his  Majefty's  Occalions :  It  was  made  unlaw- 
ful to  Import  Gunpowder,  Arms,  Ammuni- 
tion, or  Utenfils   for  War,  without  Licenfe 
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from  the  Crown  :  A  Tax  was  laid  upon  Coals^ 
for  Building  of  St.  TauPs-y  the  Care  where- 
of was  on  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Bifhop  of  London^  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
'  London ;  And  a  Duty  granted  on  Foreign 
Built  Ships,  employed  in  the  Merchan- 
dize of  this  Kingdom,  of  5  s.  per  Ton  5  one 
Moiety  whereof  was  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Cheft  at  Chatham,  and  the  other  Moiety  for 
Greenwich  Hofpital. 

This  King  Levied  Money  on  the  Subject 
by  his  Prerogative  ^  and  by  a  barbarous 
Ufage  of  his  Subjedls,  in  feveral  Ways,brought 
upon  himfelf  great  Misfortunes :  He  impri- 
fon'd  feveral  of  the  Leading  Bifhops ;  Di- 
vefted  many  of  our  Corporations  of  their 
Charters  s  grievoufly  Fined,  Whipp'd,  and 
otherwife  punifh'd  his  People;  and  aiming 
at  Topery  and  Arbitrary  Power  Forfeited  his 
Crown.  He  promis'd,  on  his  Coming  to 
the  Throne,  to  follow  the  Example  of  his  Bro- 
ther, and  to  preferve  the  Government  in 
Church  and  State  5  but  the  very  next  Sun- 
day, after  his  Accellionj  he  went  publickly 
to  Mafs. 

He  affum'd  a  Power,  without  his  Parlia- 
ment, of  difpenfing  with  Penal  Statutes ; 
and  Papifts  were  put  into  Offices  Civil  and 
Military ;  the  Proteftants  were  Profecut- 
ed,  and  the  Roman  Catholicks  Encourag'd  : 
Whereupon  the  Prince  0^ Orange,  (who  had 
married  the  Lady  Mary  eldeft  Daughter  to 
the  King)  was  invited  over  by  the  Nobility 
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and  Gentry  of  the  Kingdom  to  Defend  them 
in  their  Rights  and  Liberties  and  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion;  and  King  James  Abdica- 
ted the  Throne. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  caus'd  Letters  to  be 
"Writ,  fubfcrib'd  with  his  own  Hand,  for  the 
Eledlion  of  Knights,  Citizens  and  BurgeiTes, 
as  a  Convention  of  the  Eftates  of  the  Realm, 
in  the  Nature  of  a  Parliament  j    which  be- 
ing alTembled,  they   Ena8:ed  and  declar'd, 
that,  *'  Whereas  the  late  King  James  IL  by 
^[  the  Afliftance  of  divers   evil  Counfellors, 
**  Judges  and   Minifters,  employ'd  by  him, 
**  did   endeavour  to  Subvert  and  extirpate 
*'  the  Proceftant  Religion,  and  the  Laws  and 
**  Liberties  of  this  Kingdom  ;  by  aiTuming 
"  and  exercifing  a  Power  of  Difpenling  with, 
"  and  Sufpending  of  Laws,  and  the  Execu- 
''  tion  of  Laws,  without  the  Confent  of  Par- 
"  liament;  by  Committing  and  profecuting 
"  divers  worthy  Prelates,  for  humbly  Petiti- 
"  oning  to   be  excus'd  fiom  concurring  to 
"  the  faid  aJlum'dPower  5  by  liTuing  and  cau- 
^'  fing  to  be  Executed  a  Commiflion  under 
"  the  Great  Seal,  for  Ere£ling  a  Court  for 
"  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes;  by  Levying  Money^ 
*'  for  and  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown  by  Pre- 
"  tence  of  Prerogative,  for  other  Time  and 
*'  in  other  Manner  than  granted  by  Parlia- 
*'  ment ;  by  raifmgand  keeping  a  Standing 
''  Army  in  Time  of  Peace,  without  Confenc 
"  of  Parliament,  and  Qiiartering  Soldiers  con- 
<'  trary   to  Law  5   by  caufing  feveral  good 
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**  Subje^s,  being  Proteftants,  to  be  difarrriM, 
''  at  the  fame  Time  as  Papifts  were  both 
''  arm'd  and  employ'd ;  by  violating  the 
"  Freedoms  of  Eleftion  of  Members  to  ferve 
"  in  Parliament ;  by  Profecutions  in  the 
*'  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  Matters  and 
"  Caufes  cognizable  only  by  Parliament ;  by 
"  Returns  of  Jurors,  in  Trials  for  High  Trea- 
''  fon,  which  were  not  Freeholders,  and  re- 
*•  quiring  exceflive  Bail  to  elude  the  Benefit 
"  of  the  Laws  made  for  the  Liberty  of  the 
*'  Subjeftj  by  impofing  exceflive  Fines,  and 
"  inflifliing  illegal  and  cruel  Punifhments ; 
'^  by  Grants  of  Forfeitures  before  Convicti- 
*'  on  or  Judgment  againft  the  Perfons  upon 
"  whom  the  fame  were  to  be  Levied  j  and 
*'  by  diverfe  other  arbitrary  and  illegal  Cour- 
*'  fes,  All  which  are  utterly  and  diredly  con- 
"  trary  to  the  known  Laws,  Statutes  and 
*'  Freedom  of  this  Realm. 

And  whereas  the  faid  late  King  James  IL 
hath  Abdicated  the  Government,  and  the 
Throne  being  thereby  vacant  j  having  an 
entire  Confidence  in  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
They  refolv'd,  that  William  and  Mary  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Orange^  be,  and  be  declared 
King  and  Queen  o'i England,  France  2ind  Ire* 
land,  for  their  Lives,  and  the  Life  of  the  Sur- 
vivor of  them:  And  after  their  Deceafes,  the 
Crown  and  Royal  Dignity  to  defcend  to  the 
Heirs  of  the  Eodv  of  the  faid  Princefs^  and 
for  Want  of  fuch  liTue,  to  the  Princefs  Amie 
oiT>enmarky  Sifter  to  the  Queen,   and  the 
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Heirs  of  her  Body.  And  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons recogniz'd  their  ]Vlajefl:ies,and  declar'd, 
that  of  Right,  and  by  the  Laws  of  the  Realm, 
they  ought  tobe  King  and  Queen  oi England. 

After  this,  the  Princefs  Sophia  (Grand- 
Daughter  to  King  James  L)  was  declar'd  by 
the  ParHament,  the  next  in  Succeflion  after 
King  fFilIiam^ind  the  Princefs  Anne  and  their 
refpe£live  liTues :  The  Crown  was  to  remain 
to  the  fa  id  Princefs  Sophia  and  the  Heirs  of 
her  Body  being  Proteftants;  and  thus  was 
eftabhfh'd  the  Troteftant  SucceJJion. 

Other  Statutes  of  this  Reign,  were  A£ls 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  Government  by 
difarming  of  Papifls;  for  impowering  their 
Majefties  to  commit  without  Bail  fuch  Per- 
fons  as  they  fhould  find  juft  Caufe  to  fuf- 
pe6l  were  confpiring  againft  the  Government ; 
for  punifhing  Officers  or  Soldiers  who  fhould 
mutiny  or  defert  their  Majefties  Service,  and 
for  punifliing  falfe  Mufters;  for  raifing  the 
Militia  of  the  Kingdom;  for  preventing  vex- 
atious Suits  and  Profecutions  againft  fuch  as 
aded  for  their  Majefties  Service  in  Defence 
of  the  Kingdom  ;  an  Acl  for  appointing  and 
enabling  Commiflioners  to  examine,  take, 
and  ftate  the  publick  Accounts.  And  a  Sta- 
tute declaring  it  High  Treafon  to  hold  Cor- 
refpondence  with,  or  remit  Money  to  King 
Jamesy  or  the  pretended  Prince  of  JVales, 

Perfons  unlawfully  hunting,  courfing,  or 
wounding  of  Deer,  are  liable  to  a  Forfeiture 
ot  20/.  and  taking  and  killing,  the  Penalty 
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of  30/.  or  be  Imprifon'd  a  Year,  and  fet  on 
the  Pillory :  The  High- ways  to  be  Repaired, 
Defaults  amended,  and  Surveyors  chofen  out 
of  a  Lift  of  Perfons  having  10  /.  a  Year,  or 
Renters  of  30/.  a  Year,  or  for  Want  of  fuch, 
out  of  the  moft  fuiBcient  Perfons :  Poor  Per- 
fons receiving  Relief  from  Parifhes  to  -wear 
Badges ;  Books  of  Regifter  of  Poor  to  be 
kept  in  every  Parifli  5  and  Perfons  coming 
into  aParifl:,  executingPublick  Offices,  pay- 
ing towards  Taxes,  and  unmarried  Servants, 
having  no  Children,  hired  for  and  ferving  a 
Year,  declared  good  Settlements. 

Devifes    of  Lands,  Rents,   lirc.   adjudg'd 
fraudulent  againfl:  Creditors ;  Perfons  mort- 
gaging Lands  twice  v^^ithout  difcovering  the 
firft  Mortgage,  to  lofe  their  Equity  of  Re- 
demption :   Prifoners  in    the   King's  Bench 
and  the  Fleet  Prifons  to  be  detain'd  within 
the  fame  or  the  Rules  thereof ;  and  the  Pro- 
fits of  the  Marllial  and  Warden's  Places  li- 
able to  Sequeflrration  for  Efcape  of  a  Debtor, 
in  upon  a   Judgment :    Several   Statutes  for 
calling  in  and  remedying  the  ill  State  of  the 
Coin  of  the  Kingdom  (the  greateft  Honour 
of  this   Reign,  next   to  the  fettling   of  the 
Proteftant  SuccelTion)  It  is  made  Treafon  to 
make  any  Stamp,  Dye,  Mold,  &€.  for  Coin- 
ing, except  by  Perfons  employ'd  in  the  Mint; 
and  Felony  to  colour  Metal   like  Gold  and 
Silver.     A  Reward  of  40/.  order'd  for  ap- 
prehending Robbers  on  the  Highways. 

A  new  Parliament  to  be  chofen  once  in 
three  Years,  and  nc  Parliament  to  continue 
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longer  than  three  Years :  Candidates  not  to 
make  Prefents  to,  or  treat  Eledors,  after  the 
Tefte  of  the  Writ  ^  Forty  Days  to  be  allow'd 
between  the  Tefte  and  Return  of  Writs  of 
Summons  to  Parliament  \  Sheriffs  three  Days 
after  the  Receipt  of  Writs  to  iiTue  out  Pre- 
cepts to  Boroughs,  who  are  to  proceed  to 
Election  in  eight  Days,  ^f.  Falfe  Returns 
of  Members  incur  double  Damages  5  and 
Perfons  giving  any  Reward  for  a  falfe  or 
double  Return  to  forfeit  ^00  /.  Adions  may- 
be profecuted  againft  Perfons  entitled  to  Pri- 
vilege, after  DilTolution  or  Prorogation,  and 
after  Adjournment  for  above  14  Days. 

Jurymen  to  have  10  I.  per  Annum  Free- 
hold or  Copyhold,  and  Talefmen  5  /.  a  Year. 
Perfons  failing  in  the  Payment  offmall  Tythes 
under  40  s.  to  be  obliged  by  Juftices  of  the 
Peace;  who  have  Power  on  Complaints  to 
fummon  the  Party,  examine  and  determine : 
Two  Thirds  in  Number  and  Value  of  Cre- 
ditors to  compound  Debts  with  Debtors  (re- 
peal'd)  Inland  Bills  of  Exchange  to  be  Pro- 
tefted,  on  Non-payment ;  and  Promiffory 
Notes  for  Payment  of  Money  to  a  Perfon  or 
Bearer,  to  be  good  in  Law  and  aflignable 
over  as  Inland  Bills  of  Exchange:  An  Ad  to 
prevent  throwing  or  firing  of  Squibs  under 
Penalties^  and  a  Law  for  fupprelling  of  Blaf- 
phemy  and  Prophaneneis. 

A  Statute  was  now  alfo  made  for  Sup- 
prefHon  of  Pirates,  who  are  to  be  tried  at 
Sea  or  upon  die  Land,  by  a  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty 
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ralty  appointed  by  Commiflion;  Combining 
to  yield  up  Ships  to  Pirates,  fetting  out  Pi- 
rates, concealing  them,  or  receiving  their 
Goods,  adjudg'd  Piracy :  All  Seamen  to  pay 
6d.  per  Month  to  Greenisuich  Hofpital;  and 
Regifter'd  Seamen,  Watermen,  c^r.  difabled 
for  Service,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Hofpi- 
tal and  provided  for :  "Watermen  of  London 
made  a  Company,  under  the  Governance  of 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen  : 
Eight  Hundred  Coaches  and  Two  Hundred 
Chairs  to  be  Licensed  in  London  and  Wefi- 
minfter  -y  and  their  Fare  appointed. 

Poor  Prifoners  for  Debt  were  in  this  Reign, 
freed  from  their  Imprifonment;  and  fome 
other  good  Laws  were  made :  But  as  this 
was  a  Reign  of  War,  it  produced  a  great 
many  more  Taxes  than  any  other ;  A  Land 
Tax  from  i  s.  to  4  j.  in  the  PciiMd,  a  Poll 
Tax,  a  Stamp  D-ity,  a  Duty  on  Windows, 
on  Leather,  a  Tax  on  Burials,  Births,  Mar- 
riages and  Batchelors,  were  granted  by  the 
Parliament ;  as  a  certain  great  Witobferv'd, 
we  were  taxed  from  Head  to  Foot.  All  Per- 
fbns  in  Ojffice,  Members  of  Univerfities,  Law- 
yers, &c,  were  to  take  the  Oath  of  Abjura- 
tion of  the  Pretender,  or  be  difabled  to  en- 
joy their  Places  or  to  Praftife,  and  be  inca- 
pable to  fue  in  Law  or  Equity,  or  to  be 
Guardian  or  E>cecutor  to  any,  and  to  forfeit 
the  Sum  of  500/. 

And  efFedually  to  fupprefs  the  remaining 
Seeds  diTopery^  it  was  Enatl:ed  in  this  King's 
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Time,  that  Perfons  educated  in  the  Roman 
Catholick  Religion,  not  taking  the  Oaths 
when  they  come  to  Age,  iliall  be  difabled  to 
inherit  the  Lands  of  their  Anceftors,  and  the 
next  Proteftant  Heir  to  enjoy  their  Eftates 
during  their  Lives.  The  Parliament  of  King 
William  enter'd  into  an  AfTociation  to  defend 
his  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government  againft 
Plots  and  Confpiracies. 

In  the  Reign  of  the  glorious  Queen  Anne^ 
feveral  excellent  Statutes  were  Enaded:  An 
A(3:  for  the  Finifliing  and  Adorning  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  St.  Taul's:  A  Statute  for 
punifliing  of  AccefTories  to  Felony,  and  Re- 
ceivers of  fiolen  Goods,  and  to  prevent  the 
wilful  Bm-ning  and  Deftroying  of  Ships,  which 
is  made  Felony :  An  A£l  for  the  Encourage- 
ment and  Increafe  of  Seamen  and  Navigati- 
on :  for  the  difcharging  out  of  Prifon  Infol- 
vdnt  Debtors  who  fhall  be  willing  to  ferve 
in  the  Fleet  or  Army  ;  and  A6ts  for  Raifing 
Recruits  for  the  Land-Forces  and  Marines; 
for  punifliing  Mutiny,  Defertion,  and  falfe 
Mufters,  and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the 
Army  and  Quarters:  Jullices  of  Peace  had 
Power  to  iffue  their  Warrants  for  idle  Per- 
fons, and  deliver  them  over  to  Officers  to  Re- 
cruit the  Army. 

Deeds  and  Conveyances  of  Mannors,Lands, 
Tenements  and  Hereditaments  in  the  Coun- 
ty oFJ^r/^,  and  m  Middle fex,  to  be  Regiftred, 
or  to  be  void :  It  were  to  be  wiflVd  this  Law 
was  more    general,  ^for  the  SupprelTion   of 
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Frauds  :  An  Ad  for  the  Amendment  of  the 
Law,  and  the  better  Advancement  of  Jullice  : 
To  prevent  Frauds  committed  by  Bankrupts, 
making  it  Felony  to  conceal  their  Eflfeds  5 
and  a  Law  for  the  better  Colleding  of  Chari- 
ty-Money on  Briefs,  and  preventing  Abufes 
relating  to  fuch  Charities,  the  Sums  Colled- 
ed.  Place  and  Time,  are  to  be  Indorsed  in 
Words  at  Length,  and  Sign'd  by  the  Minifter 
and  Churchwardens,  who  are  to  deliver  the 
Brief  and  the  Money  Collefted  to  the  proper 
Perfons,  under  the  Penalty  of  20  /. 

An  Act  for  the  better  Prefervation  of  the 
Game  ;  Higlers,  Chapmen,  Carriers,  Vidu- 
alJers,  &c,  having  in  their  Cuftody  or  felling 
Hares,  Pheafanr,  Partridge,  or  other  Game, 
to  forfeit  5  /.  To  prevent  the  Laying  of  Wa- 
gers relating  to  the  Publick :  To  preferve  the 
Privileges  of  Ambaffadors  and  Publick  Mi- 
nifters,  of  Foreign  Princes,  prohibiting  Arrelts 
of  them  or  their  Servants :  And  for  the  bet- 
ter Prevention  of  Mifchiefs  that  may  happen 
by  Fire,  whereby  Servants  thro'  Negligence 
eaufing  any  Houfe  to  be  burnt,  are  to  forfeit 
100/.  or  be  committed  to  the  Workhoufe 
for  1 8  Months  5  Engines  to  be  kept,  and  Fire- 
Cocks  to  be  fix'd  at  proper  Places. 

Authors  of  Books  already  Printed,  'and 
Bookfellers  who  have  purchas'd  Copies  alrea- 
dy Printed,  to  have  the  fole  Right  of  Printing 
them  for  1 1  Years ;  and  of  Books  not  yet  Print- 
cdjtheTime  is  limited  to  14  Years;  the  Arch- 
Bifliop  of  Canterbury^  Lord  Chancellor,  &c, 
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to  Reform  unreafonable  Prices  of  Books.  May- 
oi;s  of  Towns  rofet  the  Prices  of  Bread;  and 
if  they  find  any  wanting  in  Weight,  or  defici- 
ent in  Goodnefs,  they  may  feize  the  fame  and 
give  it  to  the  Poor.  A  Reward  order'd  from 
'  lo  to  20,000  /.  for  Difcovery  of  the  Longitude 
at  Sea:  A  Law  was  made  to  reftrain" Ga- 
ming, declaring  Securities  for  Money  won  at 
Play,  void ;  and  if  any  Perfon  lofe  by  Gaming 
at  one  Time  10/.  he  may  recover  the  fame 
from  the  Winner :  And  an  A61  was  grant- 
ed  for  thepunifhing  of  Vagabonds,  wherein 
Wandering  Patent-Gatherers,  Fencers,  Play- 
ers of  Interludes,  &c,  are  declared  Vagrants. 

To  attempt  to  kill  a  Privy  Councellor  in 
the  Execution  of  his  05ice  is  made  Felony. 
Perfons  qualified  to  be  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment are  to  have  an  Eftate  of  Freehold  or  Co- 
pyhold of  600  /.  per  Annum,  a  Knight  of  the 
Shire,  and  300/.  a  Year  a  Citizen  and  Bur- 
gefs  ;  Collufive  Grants  not  to  be  made  to 
multiply  Votes  for  Eleftion  of  Knights  of 
the  Shire:  On  the  Demife  of  her  Majefly,or 
any  King  or  Qijeen,  the  Parliament  to  con- 
tinue, and  all  Grants,  OSices,  &€,  to  be  in 
Force  Six  Months  ;  the  next  Proteftant  Heir 
to  the  Crown  to  be  proclaim'd,  and  Perfons 
endeavouring  to  deprivethe  next  inSucceflfion 
from  fucceeding,to  be  guilty  of  High  Treafon. 

Ads  of  Grace  for  Releafing  poor  Prifoners 
were  made  and  pafs'd  by  this  Queen  5  alfo 
A61:s  for  Securing  the  Church  of  England^ 
and  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  Schifm; 
for    making   more  Effeaual   her    Majefty's 
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gracious  Intentions  for  Augmenting  of  the 
Maintenance  ot  the  poor  Clergy,  by  ena- 
bhng  her  to  grant  the  Revenues  of  Firfi- 
Fruits  and  Tenths  for  that  Purpofej  for 
the  better  Maintenance  of  Curates,  &c 
^vhIch  w,th  the  Aft  for  Building  50  nTw 
Churches,  have  g,ven  her  the  Name  of  the 
Pious  Queen  Anne. 

A   Land   Tax  was    granted  and  conti- 
nudmthisReign;  with  feveral    Duties,  on 
Windows,  Soap,  Candles,  &c.  and  at   this 
lime  Liberty  was  given  to  the  South-Sea- 
Company,  and  other  Corporations,  to  carry 
on  a  Trade,  and  Encourage  the  Fifhery  ;  tho' 
tiefe  Companies  had  not  then  the  Povi^ers 
they  have  had  fince,  nor  did  they  make  that 
Ufe  of  the  Powers  they  had  granted  them, 
as  lias  been  done  m  later  Times 
,K-Jo   "","y  great  and  glorious  Aftions  of 
this  Queen  s  Reign,  are  too  fieft  Imprinted 
m  every  one's  Memory  to  need  any  particu- 
lar Mention :  The  greateft  King  Ihrance 
that  ever  hv'd,  vvas'subdu'd  and  brought  to 
Peace  ;  and  the  gi-eatcft  Viftories  that  ever 
were  known   obtain'd    by   our  Armies    of 
wlucn  RamelUes  and  Blenheim  can  witnefs  5 
but  the  greateft  Tranfaaion  of  the  Queen 
m  Parliament,  was  the  U  NIOxV  of  &«;- 
(and ;  a   Thing  attempted  in  many  Reigns, 
but  wholly  relerv'd  for  her  late  Majeftyf    ' 
Upon  the  Death  of  the  Queen,  his  p/efent 
Maierty  King  G...,.,,  3s  tl^  next  Pro^  4" 
Heir  by  the  Aa  of  Settlement,  vvasadvanc'd 
to  the  Crown:  And  the  chief  Aas  hitherto 
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made  in  his  Reign  are  the  following:  Art 
Aa  to  extinguilli  the  Hopes  of  the  Pretender 
and  his  Friends, ordering  loo,  ooo/.  Reward 
for  the  Apprehenfion  of  the  Pretender:  An 
Aa  to  explain  the  Statute  made  in  the 
Twelfth  Yearof  the  Reign  of  King  JVtlliam, 
Entitled  an  AQ  for  the  further  Limitation 
of  the  Crown,  and  better  fecuring  the  Riahts 
and  Liberties  of  the  Siibjea  :  An  Ad^'for 
Repealing  fo  much  of  the  Aa  of  the  12th 
and  15th  of  King  JVilUam  intitled  An  Aa 
for  the  further  Limitation  of  the  Crown,  6^r. 
as  Enaas,  That  no  Perfon  who  fhall  come 
to  the  PolTeffion  of  the  Crown,  fhall  go  out 
01  England  without  Confent  of  Parliament. 
A  Statute  to  impower  his  Majefty  to  fecure 
and  detain  fuch  Perfons  as  his  Majefty  fhall 
fufpea  are  confpiring  againft  his  Perfon  and 
Government-:  An  Aa  to  Indemnify  fuch  Per- 
fons  who  have  aaed  in  Defence  of  his  Ma- 
jefties  Perfon  and  Government,  and  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Peace,  during  the  Time 
of  the  late  Rebellion,  from  vexatious  Suits 
and  Profecutions :  An  Aa  for  enlarging  the 
Time  of  Continuance  of  Parhaments,  from 
three  Years  to  ^^v^r  Years:  An  Aa  to  pre- 
vent  Tumults  and  Riotous  AfTemblies,  ma- 
king Rioting  Felony :  And  an  Aa  for  the 
Tranfportation  of  Felons,  within  the  Bene- 
fit of  Clergy. 

An  Aa  for  ftrengthening' the  Proteftant 
Intereft  in  thefe  Kingdoms  :  An  Aa  for  the 
punifliing  of  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  the 
better  Payment  of  the  Army ;  An  Aa  to  pre- 
vent 
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vent  Difturbance  by  Seamen,  and  for  the  In- 
creafe  of  Naval  Stores :  An  Ad:  for  Regula- 
tino-  of  Pilots:  The  Quarentine  A8:  for  Pre- 
vention of  the  Plague  being'^brought  into 
this  Kingdom;  and  the  Aft  of  Repeal  of  the 
Claufes  in  it,  relating  to  Barracks,  calting 
Lines  ix>und  Towns,  &c. 

Ah  Ad:  for  the  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debt- 
ors :  An  Acl  for  enlarging  the  Capital  Stock 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  for  Raifing 
Money  to  be  applied  for  leiTening  of  the 
publick  Debts :  An  Aft  for  Raifing  Five  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  Pounds,  upon  the  Civil  Lift, 
Revenues,  by  charging  Annuities  of  5  /./^^^ 
Cent,  till  Redeemed  by  the  Crown  :^  An  Ad 
for  granting  the  fakers  fuch  Forms  of  Af- 
firmation as  may  remove  the  Difficulties 
many  of  them  lie  under. 

Thefe  are  the  Chief  of«the  Laws  and  Sta- 
tutes of  the  prefenr  Reign,  (befides  thofe  that 
have  been  made  for  granting  of  Taxes)  on 
which  I  forbear  to  make  any  Comment,  there 
having  been  already  fufficient  Animadver- 
fions  upon  them ;  particularly  in  a  Treatife 
entitled,  J  Compkat  Hiftory  of  the  late  Sep- 
tennial Tarliament.  I  fliall  therefore  only 
make  this  general  Reflexion,  that  all  Par- 
liaments have  in  fome  Meafure  Erred,  but,  as 
to  Liberty  and  Property,  and  every  Thing 
elfe  affefting  the  Welfare  of  the  People,  none 
perhaps  fo  much,  fo  openly,  and  fobarefac'd, 
as  a  Parliament  we  had  lately  in  Power. 

FINIS. 


